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w I ■■ ilncedw |jcr igtie$ 
Suppositos ciaeri doloao. 

HorAcb. 

J. HE Baroness sle^t little during the 
night that the Earl kept watch in the 

chamber, her thoughts being constantly 
engaged and harrassed by the subject qf 
the day's adventure, which continued to 
excite in her the most uneasy fears and 
apprehensions. Every ' sound made her 
TOt. II. B ' treroblCi 
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tremWe, for every sound seemed superna- 
tural ; she even feared to look around her, 
lest aome terrifying phantom should ap- 
|>ear; and she more than once imagined 
she heard the voice of the spectre, repeat- 
ing the word swear, to remind her of 
the vow she had taken, and enforce her 
observance of it. Morning at length 
dawned; its cheerful, beams served in 
part to dissipate her fears ; she arose while 
it was yet early, and having heard that 
the Earl had already left the chamber, 
she sent a message of enquiry by Wini- 
fred, which was answered by a request 

from the Earl for permission . to see 
her. 

This was readily granted ; and the .^arl 
entering the room in which the Baroness 
was sitting, she eagerly but tremblingly 
demanded if he had seen or heard any 
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thing, or had met with any alarm or adr 
venture? 

The Earl replied, that he had not seen, 
the spectre, or any one of the figure de- 
scribed, which had rendered him some- 
what doubtful of its appearance J but that 
he had heard sounds, for which he was not 
yet fully able to account; and had there^ 
fore resolved to continue the watch till he 
should be able to discover whether the 
chamber was or not really haunted — a 
circumstance of which he declared him- 
self very doubtful. 

The Baroness finding the Earl had not 
hitherto been exposed to any extraordi- 
nary terrors or alarms, such as she had herr 
self apprehended, made little or no objec-- 
tiott to his proposal of revisiting the 
apartment on the ensuing night; and ac- 

B 2 cordingly, 
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cordioLgly, at Ibe Bame hour as before, lie 
repaired again to his station. 

In the mornrng the Baroness renewed 
lier enquiries, and received from the Earl, 
With whom she had another interview, 
laearly the same answer as on tlie preceding 
day. On her questioning him more par- 
ticularly^ she learned he had been sur-» 
prised by the same noises which had beea 
l^efore mentioned as having been heard by 
^me of the.domesities, siich as deep groans^ 
loud and frequent knpckings against tha 
walls, intermingled at intervals with the 
clashing and ringing of armour ; and 
^ometiines a noise as of something heavy 
falling with great force to the ground. 

These sounds were observed by the Earl 
to have been louder, and much more fre 
i^uent, than on the preceding nighty a 

circumstance 
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circumstance which led him^ he said, to^ 
expect the appearance of the ghost, whose 
approach they seemed to portend, and 
Whose presence he determined -to awart 
tlie next night in tlie chamber. 

The Baroness, whose most terrifying 
apprehensions were again -revived by the 
mention of these extraordinary and myste- 
rious sounds, again remonstrated with the 
Earl upon his imprudence and temerity, 
in thus continuing to expose himself to- 
the power of supernatural horrors, painted 
anew the dangers he might incur, and 
earnestly entreated Him to abandon his^ 
design of pursuing the euterprbe he had' 
undertaken^ on the following tiight; 

The £arl, although he tisteiie<l with a ' 
knightly courtesy to the Baroness's argii« 

ments, and was disposed to pay iSnsrtiV* 

- ^ • ■ 

mostr respect ^ftd Reference to^ th( opmicHns ^ 
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of a woman he so greatly loved and ad* 
xnired^ was nevertheless steady ip his 
re$olution of penetrating, if possible, the\ 
mystery that seemed to overhang that 
chamber; and again,^ at the appointed 
hour, though somewhat earlier than be- 
fore, commenced his third night's watch. . 
. The fire burned briskly as he entered^ * 
and a lamp placed over the chimney dif-.. 
fused a • cheerful light throughout the 
chamber, exhibiting the figures upon thie * 
arras, as well as of the carvings of the 
old black wainscot, which covered one . 
part of the room. At some distance, by 
the side of the bed, stood a large old 
chair, covered, like the rest of the furni- 
ture, with /dark blue cloth of gold. The 
night was cold, fpr it had been stormy ; . 
h^drc^r rtclpac to the firc, after having, 
secured by its bolt the large folding doors 

by 
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by which he had entered^ as also the 
wiQdow'shutters^ and the doors of the 
closets, so that nothing could enter by 
natural means. Having secured^ as he 

believed, every possible meatis of access, 

< 

he took possession of his seat ; and open- 
ing tp'^n ancient legend, which chanced 
to lie in one of the closets, lie endeavoured 
to amuse himself with the history of St. 
Dtmstan, and several other persons of liktT 
tdigious. eminence, in what he perhaps^ 
thought, but dared noi call, sacred ro^ 
mance. 

From these subjects he was, however,, 
frequently drawn, by contemplations re- 
specting the amiable and beautiful Baro- 
ness, for whom his affection was too ten-- 
der, to allow him at present to experience; 
perfect peace and tranquillity* 

B 4 Ht 
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He had now been some tvn>e in the 
room, and hitherto all had been silent, 
when a gentle knocking was heard at the 
door, which aroused him from a pleasing 
leverie. 

» 

** Who is there ?" cried the Eail aloud. 
\** Bless your honour, it is only I,^- 
returned a voice ; " my name is Peter ; 
please you, my Lord, open the door; I 
have brought a little matter or two that 
maybe useful, and which Dame Wini- 
fred would have sent sooner, only being 
frightened, as one may say,, out of her 
Bine senses, for which slie humbly begs 
your honour's pardon, she *' 

** Come in, Peter,'* cried the Earl, who 
kad noW Hjibolted the door, " and let me 
«B what thou hast brought." 

4 

/' Yesf, yes, you shall see," cried Peter,. 

settmg 
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letting down his basket, '^ your honour 
shall see. Oh Lordl^-oh Lord 1 thafe 
you should ever think of sitting up aft- 
alone by yourself in this chamber;" * 

^' Trulyi Peter/' replied the Earl, /^ i: 
'dfix so much pleased with my accommo-' - 
dations, that I think it will not be the* 
last night I shall spend in this apartment/' 

*' Gramercy/' qwoth Peter, " not the 
l&t! why surely your honour does not - 
mean to take up your quarters here? La! 
my Lordj only bethink you.* Suppose • 
now the ghost was to come from under* 
the arras^ or out of the walls, or through^ 
the key-hole, and stand in the middle of • 
the room (erecting himself) as I do now, . 
all over ardour,- your honour, from li^d-^ 
to foot''" 

" I am accustomed to bear arms my-^ - 

self," replied the E&rl, smiling, *^ and • 

B 5 ' should 1 
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should not therefore "be more alarmed at 
the sight of a ghost in armour. But, 
Peter, thou hast not yet emptied tliy^ 
basket— what hast thou got in it ?'* 

'* In the^ first place, my Lord," cried ' 
Peter, " a cup of hippocras> well mingled; 
of the best wine and honey, by Dame- 
Winifred's own handsj such, your honoutv- 
as she keeps^ for her own private drink- 
ing; and Master Maclawney, the steward;^ 
swears none can be better, and he is ai 
' good judge. I have. brought too some, 
fresh logs K> make up the fire, a. lamp^ 
fliat will burn till morning, and a. few 
CQkes, all of which Dame Winifred,, 
humbly; begging your Lordship's pardon,. 
seodfi;JOfyon^" 

/V Well,. Peter, thank Dame Winifred 
for her careful attention, and here is some- 
thing fc^r ;thy trouble (giving him a 
^ noble) J 
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noble); this drink will help me to carry, 
on a conversation with - the ghost/\ 
. ** This is a noble gift, your honour,'' 
cried Peter, who was a dry wit, ** myi 
dutiful thanks. And now methinks it !» 
a great pity that so honourable a Lord, 
should run hazard with this ghost; but 
saving your worship's honour, surely you. 

» 

do not mean to ask the ghost any ques^ 
tions ?" 

** Indeed, Peter, I do," replied that 
Earl, ^^ and if it is as courteous as the: 
ghosts'of former days, I have no fear but' 
it will answer themr" ' 

" Oh la !— oh la !" quoth Peter> " whor. 
knows,, hutif your honour was to speak, 
to it, but you might fall down dead ooi 
the very spot, unltss, indeed, your Lo];cl- 
ship" can talk Latin^" 

*^ WelV Peter, be that as it may," rev 

B.6 joined< 
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joined the Early ** I heartily thank thee 
for the good cheer thou hast brought,^ 
though I probably shouy not b^ve felt 
<j)e want of it. • I will not, however, fail 
to take it, a^ I biui otnitted my ereniug 
draught before I came.?' 

Peter, thinking every moment of hi»* 
stay subjecting him to the hazard of see- 
ing the ghost, was, by no means inclined^ 
to continue in the chamber, now he had* 
finished his errand ; he therefore^ after 
hiying a piece of wood upon the fire, and- 
wishing his honour's reverence safe from^ 
the power of the devil, bowed and de- 
parted, running with all speed along the 
corridor, to seek slafety in the company 
of his fellow-servants. 

As the Earl closed the door, which -was 

secured only by means of a slendtr bqlt*, 

the. principal fastenings being on the out- 

3 side, 
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sUdCf the castle clock struck twelve. The 
£ari then dra^k to the health of the 
Ibwl^ Baroness^ his cop of h!ppocras, 
aii9^ resuming his seat^ again sotight 
simosemeDt by. turning over the pages of 
tJie legend, which abounded with ac- 
ooonts of the conflicts St. Dunstan held 
with evil spirits, all of whom, however, he 
most mightily subdued." 

'* Well/' said the Earl, '' I wish I may 
have as good success with the ghost> who 
should, about this hour, they say, make 
his appearance.'' 

The clock, however, sounded one, and' 
nothing \vas heard ; and the Earl, wearied, ' 
as he conceived, by the tedious stories of* 
the legend, and overcome by a. drowsi- 
ryess which he had l6ng. tried to resist, 
sunk into a deep sleep." 

Hb was awakened by a loud noiae, as* 

, of 
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of something falling in the chamber, and> 
opening his eyes^ beheld the very figure* 
that had been described to him standing, 
opposite to 'the chair, clad, in complete- 
armour, with its visor dow«, and holding^ 
in its hand a large truncheon, which it 
thrice waved,, as-.if in signaVfor the Ear4t 
to arise. 

Ormond, yet hardly awakened j wasi 
certainly much startled at this appearance, : 
which,, standing almost over him, had: 

greatly tlie advantage in resisting an*^ 

■ 

assault, and appeared, moreover, 'by the: 
dim gleam- of the almost expiring lamp 
and dying embers, a very> fornwdable,, 
because a most gigantic object. Yet he. 
viewed rather with surprise than horror^ 
this extraordinary nocturnal . visiitant. A; 
moment made him thorougl>Ly collected ; 
and mindful of the purpose ofjiis watch, 

he 
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be started up, seized his sword, and boldly 
faced the strangq phantom^ wha, seeming: 
calmly to observe him, and, without hf* 
trayrng any symptoms of violence, maiJc 
a motion for him to put by his sword, r 

** If thou art not mortal," exclaimed, 
the Earl, ** this weapoiv cannot harm 
thee ; if thou art, speak, ere I strike, and; 
ask mercy; declare thy name— ^thy pur- 
pose ;. speak, I command tliee. " 

He paused in wonder and-expeetatioa^^ 
The figure spoke not, neither did it re- • 
c«de; the Earl raised his sword,, audi 
aimed a blow, but as he atteayptcd to. 
strike at it, the blade of the weapon, as if 
touched by some supernatural baud,.? 
shivered and flew to pieces ;,thq hilt oi^ly?., 
remained en tire. 

% 

** la the n^me of Heaven !'.' he. exT,f> 
claimed^ while ^(P^i^bmept o;Cemed to,.; 

have 
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have almost palsied every sense^ ^* who; 
aaad what art thou P'-' 

** Follow me,"^ cried tke apparition/ 
^ and thou shalt be made acquainted 
with the secrets and wonders of tbis^ 
cestle." 

The' Earl, who felt a shuddering sen- ~ 
satiQn creep through his veins, while the^- 

spectre pronounced these words, which ^ 
were uttered in a deep* and hollojiv^ tone, ? 
bdwed and answered, '' Yea." 

'^ Ha^t thou courage, Sir Knight,'' re-^ * 
siimed the apparition, *^ to accompany v 
tte wherever I shall lead thee?'' 

" My courage has never yet been que$- - 
tioned," replied the Earl, grasping with- 
firmness his now shattered sword; "'I am 
a true knight ; I have offended- no goodi 
power, and I fear no evil one." 

*^ Thy sword is useless/' said the:' 

spectre ; 
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spectre ; ** but if thou art a true ktiight, 
thou wilt meet nothing in thy way to op> 
pose tliee. Take thy lamp only, and fol<* 
low me. 

As he spoke, the figure, gently beckon- 
ing, .moved slowly toward the extreme 
part of the wainscot^ next the arras, and 
not toward the d6or, which seemed won- 
derful to the Earl ; nor could he conjec- 
ture how he could follow where there wai^ 
no passage, nor yet, how the phantom 
tould have entered, when all the doors 
had been fastened by himself. 

The whole was indeed a mystery he 
was yet wholly unable to solve. He hesi- 
tated ; but the promise of the spectre, and 
the hope of discovering the secret reasons 
of this extraordinary appearance, deter- 
Biined him, aad he followed tlie wonder-- 
fnl invitation. 

Thei 
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the foundations of the castle, and that 
they were now entering the vaults. 

The ghost proceeded, without ttirfaing- 
dther to the right hand or the left:, and 
the Earl continued to follow, till .they 
reached a narrow passage, terminated by 
a portcullis, now drawn up, which led: 
rtiem through another passage still longer- 
In this were several loop-hoi e»> through^ 
which the now dawning light gkamed: 
faintly, while th^ air, with a full and keen 
current, threatened every instant toextin^ 
guish the lamp^ 

The distance at which they were noyf 
arrived from the inhabited part of the~ 
castle — the deep solitude of these vaults 
—the circumstance of bis being alone 
with his supernatural' guide,, ia the dead 
of night — the uncertainty, whither, -they 
were goiog, and ia what maoaer ^is sin- 
gular 
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gukr adventure might termlhate, niade 
the Early uotwithstamiing all his courage, 
lecretly desire the conclusion of the en- 
terprise, which was now a.t tended, if not 

, « 

Witb daogec^ with horrors sufficient to 
appal the stout^t heart. 

They had reached the end of the 
va^^lted passage, and proceeded through a 
large stone arch down two or tliree steps 
to a spacious vault, which the Earl, on 
enteriug, immediately discovered to be 
the ancieflt burial-place pf the family. 

On a low bench of black marble were 
placed in order rows of sione coffins, an 
awful prospect at all times ; but attended 
as the Earl no\y was by the phantom spi- 
rit, perhaps of one of the personages here 
interred, it exhibited a scene calculated 
to excite feelings of awe mingled with 
terror. 
'" . . The 
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The Earl shuddered as he advanced; 
his blood seemed to curdle at every step. 
"Tis horrible !" cried he mentallv. and 
indeed a ^ight more appalling, or a situ- 
ation more replete with horrors^ than that 
in tvhich he was now placed^ can scarcely 
be imagined. 

He stopped — he trembled; a chilling 
perspiration bedewed his limbs ; fbr his 
mind had leisure to image to itself horrors 
still greater than those he saw; yet his 
resolution forbade him to shrink, or turn 
back, and determined him to go through 
with the adventure, even though it were, 
^s he almost expected, to avenge the 
cause of some unhappy person unjustly, 

inhumanly murdered. 

Th^ apparition moved slowly along, 
and the Earl followed till they had reached 
the farther end of the vault. It^then 

stopped ; 
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stopped ; and, pointing to the ground, tx- 
cUimed, with a groan, ^^ Have pity on an 

unhappy injured" This, then, thought 

Ormond, is the grave of the poor mur- 
dered wretch, who lies buried in these, 
yaultjs. Lowering his lamp, he perceived 
amongst a quantity of loose earth, wiiich 
seemed to have been lately dug up/ a 
large iron ring, fixed in a massive trap- 
door of the same metal, partly sunk in 
the earth. 

The ghost made a sign for'him to lift it 
up. The Earl, setting down 4iis lamp, 
obeyed ; an^, after two or three efforts, 
succeeded. Then taking up the lamp, he 
observed several steps formed of loose 
disjointed stones. • * 

^' If a valiant knight thOu art," cried 

the apparition, ^^ and capable of pity for 

the unfgrtunate, descend these steps ; and 

. 1 - thou 
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tbou shalt soon meet that which will ease 
all tliy present grievous sufferings, aurf 
yield thee a recompence suitable to thy 
dcservings.; for when thou retumest, thott' 
wilt bear that which shall render thee 
superior to common mortals; and inca- 
pable of injury from open enemies or false 
friends, I would gladly attend thee, bat' 
fate forbids ; my presence would mar the 
measure, and render my wishes vain." ^ 

^* But hast thou not, mysterious spirit,'^ 
cried the Earl, ** other and more ample 
directions for me?'* 

** None are needed,*' answered the ap*' 
paritlon. ** But when come to the iim, 
iscorn the gold, and take only the talis- 
nianic jewel. Be resolute— be valiant j 
and again, I say, no one in this cell shall 
harm thee. ** 

Tlie £ari, glad to find his ndventure 

was 
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was likely to have a speedy termination, 
lincl burning with curiosity to know what 
could be deposited iu that place, instantly 
desceoded. 

He had not proceeded more than 
twenty steps, wlien a sudden current of 
wind| extinguished his lamp. In a mo- 
ment afi:er, the trap door was heard to 
fall, with a sound loudly echoed, as by 
some deep and spacious cavern. How to 
act he knew not ; he proceeded, in hopes 
of finding the urn, but he was lost in the 
vast space into which the steps had brought 
him. He was bewildered ; and stumbled 
over several masses of stone, which he 
found, on examination, were coffins like 
those above; and he consequently con- 
cluded that he was far removed from all 
bumian assistance. 

He then, calling to recollection the 
VOL. II. c accounts 
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accouDts be bad had aforetime of fnagi« 
ci^sand enchstnttneBts, felt tbat be was 
now subjected to severe trials of bis cour 
rage, and expected every moment to see 
some wondrous spirit start up, to tell bis 
fate, and direct bis progress to»the mystic 
urn. 

He sat down, and \vaited, ^nd listened, 
but al! was silence, except tbe occasional 
dropping of wet from tbe arcb of the 
vault, to which he found himself almost 
continually exposed ; and from this drop* 
ping be gatliered tbat tbe vault was very 
spacious indeed. 

He waited, and waited long, but- no- 
thing appeared ; nothing was heard, ex- 
cept tbe dripping wet. He was wearied 
with expectation and inactivity ; be 
wished he had not foUowed this phantom, 
jet he wished t9 see it rather than no* 

thing. 
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' thfeg;' To obtain another sight of it, hfe 
invoked it to appear, by every mode of 
addresB he conceived likely to have any 
influence over such beings. He called to 
it, in soft, and low, and humble, and* also 
in ioud^ vehement, and angry terms; 
but no answer was returned ; all he hedtd 

• was the echo of his own voice sounded in 
the cavern, and returning, and tlien 
dying away in the dreadful distance. 

.** Alas!" said he, '* this was then one 

^ . .. 
of *those malicious spirits that are allowed. 

to torment tlie presumptuous ; and I have 
been presumptuous in awaiting this ap- 
pearance, and in following its devilish 
lures. And I, for my punishment, must 
'' sit ^ prisoner in this horrible duDgeon. 
But, let me not despair. The door at the 
entrance is closed; but, .surely, I may 
open it below, as .\vell as I opeaea k 

c 2 above. 
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above. Idle lamentatioDs are useless and 
unmanly. 1 will seek the door, and 
Heaven guide my steps, and aid, my 
efforts!" 

He then felt his way cautiously by the 
wall or side of the place, and after clatn* 
bering over many obstacles, thought him- 
self happy when he found what, he con- 
cluded must be the steps by which he had 
entered. They were so, and lie soon 
found the door ; but it was immoveable 
to all his efforts, however directed. He 
wearied himself with his exertions, but all 
in vain : at length, despairing of succeas^ 
he seated himself upon the steps, thinking 
over all the hopeless miseries to which be 
was now exposed. 

^^ And must I," said he, ^' die inglori- 
ous in this horrible den, lost to the worlds 
and all means of serving my country and 

.my 



my king? must rt\y bbures find no other 
tomb than thciro\i harness in which I am. 
accoutred; and no other' grave thaa 
Ihese st^&ps, or the floor of the caverti' 
fcelow ? * unhappy man that I am- T and 
death must be lingering and slcn^, arid 
come Mith all the sufferings of famine, 
felt in these abodes of darkness. As yet, 
however, I fear not death ; but, shall I 
.always be thus bold ? will not exhausted 
nature bring upon my mind languor, and 
horror, and fancied woe? Alas— alas! it 
may— it will ! Oh, wretched Ormond ! 
an Earl, noble and powerful, thou wert 
within these few hours; and now thou 
mayst envy the state of one of these in- 
sensible stones on which thou treade&fc, 
Be merciful, Heaven J assist me, saints 
and angels ! But yet I will not yield till I 
.am quite fallen : while I have strength, I 
^ q3 . wilt 
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will use at least my voice, to pray to 
Heaven, and to call for deliverance. I 
win en^plore this den too ; and perhaps I 
may find access to a place where I may 
be heard : nor shall any thing but utter 
inability terminate my eflforts." 



a ' 
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Then aiaii wai tuns^ and prayers were isad,. 
And solemn icqoietn for. the dead ; 
' And beHs tollM oat their nightly peal 
For the departed spirit's vreatj 
And ever in the offioe clos^ 
The hymn of interpessioo rose« 

SC0TT« 

i 

f 

Ths Baronessi^ anxious about tbie event of 
tbe Earl's waubi had slept little during 
tbe night,, and arosd at an early hour in 
the morning, eager to make enquiries 
coni;e3*ning him. She was surprised to 
find he had not yet quitted the chamber; 
thoughiit was then long past the break of 

c 4 • day*. 
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(lay. After waiting some time in much 
impatience, siie was informed that one of 
tlie Earl's atteiulants had been at the 
door, that it was still fastened, and it was 
supposed, his Lordship, after a tedious 
watch of several hours, tuid, at length, 
fallen asleep. 

Another, and another hour passed on ; 
and the Earl not Coming out, or calling 
any of the family^ her impatience begaa 
now to partake of apprehension, and slre~ 
gave orders that he should "be called ; 
adding, that should he intimate any de- 
sire lo repose longer on the bed, or ' 
' 'which she imagined be might be reciined, ' 
she desired that he. might not be, dis- . 
t^rbed. 

<Tbe.^ serrant^ di^atchcd with- these 

"orders from the Baroness, returned, after.- 

a^i absence which appeared to her ex'- 

H"', . tiemely 



trewiely tedious>. in the greatest distress ^ 
and consternation, declaring that hit 
Lord could ndt be awakened; and that 
he really believed he was dead. TUfb 
Saroness^ amazed and terrified by thi§ 
mtelligence, command^ that the doof 
should be forced open, since so dreadful 
were her apprehensions respecting thfe 
fate of her guest, that no certainty, shf 
taid, could be more terrible than the 
suspense she noM^ felt. 

Her orders were instantly obtey ed ; buti 
who can describe the universal astonish* 
iueht, on finding the Earl was not in the 
apartment! and, as was still more won* 
derful and mysterious, from the fastening 
of the several doors, it was not to be dis- 
covered how he could have passed out; 
for the pannel in the wainscot, which 
had opened to th6 touch of the trunthedn^ . 

c 5 wn3> 
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was c\o9ed, and every thing remained the 
iame as on the] preceding night. >n. ^ 

The casements in the windows,! wblcli 
were of the sharp^poiated gothic style, 
were certainly too small to admit the 
body of tht Earl ; while the height of the 
chamber from the area below, precluded 
almost the possibility of his being able ^r. 
pass through the windows^ even had such. 
an attempt been n^ade, without being 
dreadfully bruised and naasgled in the 
descent. The diimney too was examined* 
That indeed was wide enough, almost too 
wide for a .passage ; but no traces were; 
discernible by which way ;. and,; in fact„ 
the chimney could only have led to the 
top of a lofty turret, from whence escape 
would have been impracticable. 

Tbci general belief, from these ciicum^ 
stance^, was^ that the Earl had beoi borne 

away 
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srtray by. some malignant spirit r and 
this opinion, together Avith all the corro- 
berating particulars, were immediately' , 
conveyed to the Baroness. The unhappy 
fedy was in a state little short of distrac-*^ 
tion at the information,; and her distress^ 
was not by any means abated, when Wh*- 
nifred entered, wringing her hands, and^ 
exclaiming,. ** Woe worth the day! the 
glvost has run away with the Earl. Oh!"^ 
~oh ! that eve'r I should Uve" to be the ' 
bearer of sueh shocking tidings! what. ^ 
will— what will become of us ! it will be 
said we have murdered him^ and we shall i 
a-ll be executed without mercy !V '^ 

That the ghost could have borne au^y 
the Earl, however strange, seemed not to^ 
the Baroness to be utterly impossible;/^ 
for she had both heard Txnd read of sti<?h 
eyents; they indeed formed a nr.;t of t'Hd' * 

C 6 ciecd i 
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oreed concerning ghosts, which was faith* 
fully received in its fullest extent in the 
family of the castle. Still, however, she 
conceived it was more probable that the 
Earl, bewildered by the terrors of the 
ghost, had cast himself from the windows, 
and was perhaps dead under the walls, or 
had been tempted into the lake by the 
fascinations of the spirit. She ordered 
persons to search every where 4br him > 
and promis^ an ample reward to any 
one who should bring her satisfoctory 
intelligence concerning him. 

Meanwhile, she sent for Father Osborne, 
who immediatdy attended, with a mind 
fully occupied with terrer at the intelli- 
gence concerning the Earl, 
; •<* He was^ indeed,^' said the holy 
iWafi •" too* bold and presumptuous to 
venture ou the watchj without bearing 

with 
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with him some holy relic*, to defend 
him from evil spirits ; but he did not 
ask for holy water to be used, as it 
eught, nor did he even sanctify him^lf 
with the sacred sprinkling, before he closed 
himself in the haunted apartment. So he 
is gone, by the power of the wicked devil 
(crossing himself) of a ghost — gone un^ 
shriven ; and, of course, he now emiuresj 
and must long endure, the most cruel, 
pains of purgatory; and the remembratic0 
that. aU this is awing to his own wicked 
courage will disturb his soul, and it will 

eome with clamorous bowlings, and bewail 
ks sin and folly, and thus add another 
ghost to haunt and disturb the miserable 
jrnliabitants of this castle."- 

'* Oh, dreadful!" exclaimed the Baro- 
ness* ** But is there no way of prevent- 
ing 
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idg these horrors? I have heard of exor** 
pising— -" 

** Great indeed," said the trembling^* 
friar, fearing lest the Baroness should re- 
quire him to quiet these ghosts, '* great 
is. the power of the church over spirits : 
but the readiest way is to perforoi prayersy 
penances, religious processions, and masses^ 
for the repose of the dead;" 

The BaronesSj whose devout and enthu*^ 
siastic turn of mind, led her immediately^ 
to approve these sentiments and doctrines 
of her spiritual director^ instantly re-* 
solved that these measures should- h& 
adopted ;: and-that a-: solenui^ mass should 
be that evening performed in the chapel. 

AVith the concurrence: aad ^approbatiott 
of Father Osborne, it was xirdered, that all 
her own people,, and those of. tire Earl,! 

should^ 
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should attend the ceremony; and that the 

abbess of an adjacent convent, parttca>-' 
larly patronized and enriched by many' 
donations from the family of Fitzwalterps ' 
should be requested also to be present^ 
and assist at the pious solemnities ; and 
that the friar would, himself bear the 
message, and obtain permission for the 
attendance of as many of the holy sister- 
hood •as possible at the chapeL But bet^ 
fore he went fiortb on. his mission,, slie 
retired with, him to qoiifession> and. spent 
tlie greater part of the remaining, day in • 
offering up prayers, to the blessed Virgin 
and^the holy saints, in^ behalf of theJBarl ;. 
as also for the repose of the soul of her 
late husband^ Baron EitzM'alter ; but espe*. 
cially for the success of ^e intended reli- 
gious ceremonies. 

The monk, who, although with the 

best 
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best intentions, had yet rather irritated 
than composed the bewildered senses of 
the Baroness, departed to make the neces- 
aftry preparation for the approaching so* 
. lemtiity, when the devotions of the Baro- 
ncss were interrupted by a messenger 
bearing a request from the youth Edgar, 
for permission to take his station on the 
following night in the apartment from 
whence the Earl had disappeared. 

The Baroness, filled with astonishment 
and admiration at the courage and intre- 
pidity of this young man, summoned 
him into her presence, though with no» 
.evident intention of assenting to his pro- 
posal, which seemed to her, after what' 
had happened, to be extremely rash and^ 
madly daring. She replied to his request, 
which he respectfully repeated in her pre-* 
sence, by representing the terrors and evea 



dangers. 
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dangers to which he might be exposed by 
such an undertaking ; and remonstrated 
against any further attempt being made 
to obtain a solution of the awful mystery, 
at least till she should have consulted 
with Father Osborne ; declaring she would 
not on any account be persuaded to subject 
him, or any other person, to a situation, 
as it bad proved, so hazardotis ; and if, on 
due consideration, she could ever be 
broughx to listen to bis request, she must 
first take such measures for his safety,, 
wiiich would exempt her, whatever might 
be the issue, from all grounds for that 
remorse she must otherwise experience, 
should the enterprise end as unhapi^ily 
with liim as it had done with the Earl oi 
Ormond, whom, she added, should it n<?«5 
please Heareu to restore, she would for 
ever bewail with tears of regret icid peni-. 

tentiai 
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tentiat sorrow, since she could not help 
considering herself as the unhappy, though 
innocent^ cause of whatever misfortune 
might have befallen him. -'*** 

Edgar, after various arguments, findings 
at length, that the Baroness was not to be 
wrought upon by any entreaties he could 
urge to an immediate compliance with his^ 
request, which be assuricd her was of tba 
utmost importance to the success of the 
undertaking, proposed that Mottey and 
hiniself, with two or three of his Lord- 
ship's attendants, diould examine tne 
castle throughout ; for that a diligent 
search would discover the Earl, whether 
aliv:e or dead, if within the walls, where 
he might be detained by some accident; 
or by wandering in> the dark, might have 

fallen into some of the subterraneous^ a 

I' 

rooms of the towers : that this was tlie^ 

-*• ■ . • 

more 
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more probable, since the search of many 
persons through the woods and dells of 
' ^^iilbc. domain had not been able to discover 
any trace of him. . 

Though it appeared highly improbable 
to the fiaroness, if not wholly impossible/ 
that the Earl could be concealed in any 
part of the castle, yet this request of 
Edgar seemed, upon the whole, too reason- 
able to be refused ; and .she gave orders 
Chat be should be permitted to search, 
attended in the manner he had pro* 
posed. 

• !Every apartment in the castle, both 
above and below, every passage, vault; 
dungeon, and cell, every supposed pos- 
sible place of concealment and confine* 
hient, and even the burial vaults, accord- 
ingly were searched, with the utmost 

diligence; 
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diligence; but no traces of the Earl 
Could be found. The persons too who 
had been dispatclied to make enquiries in 
the adjacent country, returned with iio 
better success; and the Baroness, asto- 
nished aiid perplexed, abandoned every 
hope of making any (lii>covery concern injy 
the Tjad fate of lier unfortunate guest; 
atid turned her wltole thoughts to the 
perforrijanre r>f those religious ceremooiies 
wbicli Father Oi»borne 'had proposed' for 
the repose of the soul of a true knight, 

« 

and loyal noble, who had miserably 
periblud in her sdrvice. 

Farlier Osborne returned shbiit nooti, 
with a benediction from the Abbe6$ to 
V; baroness, and a promise of conpj'pliancte 
-> th her request; and so<)n aftef suftseft^ 

Uic party from the abbey was sten wiiidH. 

in^ 
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kig its way toward the castle, escorted by 
a party of archers ^ad halberdiers, under 
the commaad of the seneschal. 

They were received at the gate by the 
Baroness in deep mourning; and were 
conducted to a retired apartment to take 
refreshment/ After the curfew, the bells 
of the chapel tolled mourafuily for 
vespers, and the solenjnities began. 

Six monks of the order of St. Augustine, 
residing in the neighbourhood, as confes* 
sors, and employed in that holy duty by 
the Abbess, led the procession, each bear- 
ing a large waxen taper. Father Osborne 
followed "next, holding aloft a large cra^ 
ciiix* Next came the Baroness, as a 
peiiitent, supported by four of her dam- 
sels clad in white, and four of her prin- 
<;ipal officers dad in black surtouts of 
l^nancCf Xhen came eight lay sisters of 

the 
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the abbey, bearing on two biers the 
images of the holy Virgin and St. Bride; 
and next the choristers of the abbey, with* 
instruments of music. Then the holy 
sisterhood, bearing, with downcast looks^ 
a taper each, clad in black vests, ai^d 
white hoods and scapularies, the habit of 
their order; and then the Abbess, mitred, 
and bearing a crucifix, supported by the 
chief officers of her monaatery. Next 
came the attendants of Ormond, with 
dovv^iaQast looks of grief: and lastly, the 
household of the castle in sofemn train. 

Thrice did they make the circuit of the 
court, the bell tolling, with <::haunting at 
intervals, and then to the chapel, where 
each being placed in order, Father 
Osborne began a solemn requiem for the 
dead. In this the Baroness bore a cpn 
siderable part, as chief penitent ; she ad« 
. ' vanced 
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Tanced reverently^ and knelt at the stepa 
of the altar, while the choir sung, the 
Abbess and holy sisters occasionally join- 
ing. As she knelt, the Baroness held in 
one hand a crucifix of silver, in the other 
her missal, and on her arm hung a rosary 
of beads. Her dress, like tliaj; of the 
nuns, was btack. A long gauze veil, 
partially thrown over her, shaded, but 
did not conceal her face ; fbr it was 
thrown aside to enable her to kiss the 
crucifix, and exhibited to the mournful 
beholders her beautiful eyes streaming in 
tears^ while raised with a look of devotion, 
aInK>st angelic, .to a large iniage of the 
Virgin, which was placed iii a shrine, with 
tapers in due order opposite. 

The choir had now finished the first 
part of the chaunt : all was solemn 
silence ; and. Father Osborae approadted, 

supported 
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supported by two monks, to give her ab- 
solution ; when, ob, horror ! a- knocking 
was heard beneath^ and deep hollow 
cries seemed to shake the foundations of 
the chapel. These in an instant engrossed 
the attention of all present^ and occasioned 
a silence still more profound than the so- 
lemnities of devotion. The cries were 
now, ^ of course, heard more distinctly, 
and seerned more- terrible, 

** Holy mother !" exclaimed the monk, 
closing his book, and crossing himself. 
The Baroness seemed scarcely to breathe; 
her female attendants screamed aloud. 
** Our prayers," cried Father Osborne, 
tremulously^ *' are not accepted: the 
spirits of the dead are abroad : let us de- 
part ; hereafter, by penances and prayers, 
we may be prepared to meet again in this 
place." 

The 
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The nuns arose in disorder ; the ab- 
bess raised her hands and eyes towards 
heaven, in silent and awful astonishment; 
the monk, horror-struck and appalled, 
hurried from the altar ; and the Baroness, 
more terrified and more disconsolate than 

ever, was led back, almost fainting; to her 
own apartments* 

Edgar alone remained behind, for he 
alone was unappalled by the alarming 
sounds ; and he staid with the hope of 
being able to learn the meaning of the 
cfies he heard. 



vat. II.. D CHAP. 






60 THE NOCTURNAL MINSTREL. 



CHAP. III. 



His hoary bear^ in silver roli*d, 
. He seem'd some seventy winters old, 
A palmer's amice wrapt him round : 

• • » • • . « « 

His left hand held his book of might, 

A silver cross was in his right. 

Scott. 

^ ' ... J 

As soon as Winifred was again alone with 
the Baroness, after their return from the 
chapel, ishe earnestly conjured her, if she 
had any regard for her \E)wn welfare, for 
the happiness of her peopte,, and desired 
that the spirit of the Baron should rest 
quietly iu its grave, that she would imme- 
diately 
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diately invite Sir Reginald back to Ih 
castle, 

'* While that gallant and noble knight 
was here,;' cried Winifred, '^ this dread- 
ful apparition never came to disturb us ; 
nor were there any of those horrible 
shrieks and groans :. nothing then was {o 
be heard but the music of the wood, to 
which you, my Lady, so often listened, 
and which you used to say was played by 
some spirit ; and sometimes ypu thought 
it was the spirit of the Baron ; and then 
you would weep, and say how charming 
it was, and how much it consoled and 
delighted you." 

" Ah! that music," cried the Barones-; 
.*' methinks, Winifred, it v/as certiiinly 
supernatural !" 

*' Who knows,' continued Wiuifrtd, 
' 'Uf Sir Reginald was to ret'^lrn, but the 

D 2 ^ mimtrel 



5^ THE NOCTUBNAX MIN^aHIIs. 

minstrel might come again into the woodj 
and the ghost cease to haunt the castle; 
and that we might be ,as quiet and as 
happy as we used to be. You know, wl^. 
Lady, the ghost told Sir Reginald lie 
could not rest while the Earl remained 
here." 

'* There was something of this kind in 
the dream which Sir Reginald communi- 
cated to me," said the Baroness. 

'' The dream, Lady !" 

^' Yes, the dream." 

** Oh, Lady, ^ it was ho dream ! Sir 
Reginald told you so, because he was. 
afraid, he said, you would be alarmed ; 
but he assured me, over and over again, 
that it was not a dream ; for he was ais 
wide awake at the instant he saw the 
Baroii, as he was at the time he told me 
of it; and that it was leally his appa- 
rition 
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jTition that%e saw ; ancT further, that he 
held converse with it, he thinks for near 
half an hour /' 

" Ah ! — 80 long ! and what said it r" 
.** It said, niy Lady, it should never be 
happy, unless you would consent to 
marry its dear friend, meaning Sir Regi- 
nald-" 

** Surely it never could say this !" cried 
the Baroness. ** Sir Reginald never im- 
parted any thing of this nature to me.'* 

** No, he says he did not tell you, my 
Lady, all, nor half that the spirit said to 
him ; but he told me a great deal." 

** Indeed ! what did it tell him P** 

*' Why, how the spirit of the Baron 
was grieved at your cruelty to him ; and 
how much he seemed to lament that yott 
should be so much prejudiced against 

D 3 him, 
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him, who had always been so dear to 
him." 

** It was then really a spirit that ap- 
peared to him !" cried the Baroness, 
shuddering : *' did he declare so much ? 
Oh ! my Lord — my husband — my noble 
Fitzwalter, if without the sacrifice of that 
widowhood, now my heart's first wish, 
thou canst not know repose, let me but 
V know thy will, and, whatever shall be the 
consequence, I will obey. Oh that thy 
spirit, while it hovers near me, would 
come to me in my sleep, and instruct me' 
how I ought to act, that thou wouldst 
advise, console, assist thy wretched—^ 
wretched Gertrude !" 

She stopped. Her full heart was re- 
4icved by a shower of tears; and, while 
under the influence of t!ie most lively 

sorrow. 
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sorrow, Winifred failed -not to plead for 
her favourite Sir ftejjinald. 

When the Baroness became a little more 
composed, she desired that Father Osborne 
might attend immediately, and Winifred 
instantly depai ted with this message; but 
remained so long absent, that the Baro- 
ness became surprised at her delay ; and. 
when, at length, she returned, '* Why/^ 
said she, " is not Father Osborne come r" 

** Goodness, my Lady !" cried Wi- 
nifred, ** I believe all the people in the 
castle are biewitched ! here is a person 

arrived, who says he comes hither on the 
re})ort of this ghost, a strange-looking 
old man, in a bJack gown, with a grey 
beard, and a large cap over Ujs face, 
holding in his hand a long white wand, 
who declares he can lay this troublesome 
spirit; and craves leave to be admitted 

D 4 into 
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into your Ladyship's presence ; just as it 
as I told them, my Lady would have any 
thing t<) do ^ith wi:iards, or enchanters, 
and such wicked creatures: la, if I had 
not crossed myseJf when I saw him !" 

** Wh^re is this man?'* cried the Bato^ 
ness.; "andho^v did- he gain admittance 
ifito this ea^Te ?'• 

T6e porter, my Lady, admitted him^, 
and Motley brought him into the hall; 
and there Ihey are all talking to him, and 
questioning him, and, Vhat is strangest, 
Fa:ther Osborne among the rest." 

*' Father Osborne ! has Father Osborne 
then seen him ?*^' 

" Yes; and has been shut up with 
hinh', tliey say, for near an hour; for th^* 
stranaer came almost as soon as ,M'e re» 
turned from the chapel ; and Motley says 
your Ladyship must see him, and he is 

coming 
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fcoming to tell you so; though I hope, 
ray Lady, you will not, for who knows 
what he may prove to be? and as to hU 
laying the spirit— — " 

" Well, Motley," said the Baroness to 
the. clown, who entered, '* what news 
hast thou brought ?'" 

** Rare news — rare news, Lady !'' cried 
the clown, jumping and skipping about, 
like a morrice-dancer on a May-day.. 

*^ Put less animation into thy heels, 
good Motley," cried the Baroness; '* I 
am npt disposed to be merry at thy fool- 
eries, and let me know what thou hast to 
communicate." 

** Yea, truly, lest my heels should run 
away with my wit, I will put on them the 
shackles of restraint, and gang solemnly 
like the ghost : yet, in that case would 
my heels be witty, though my head 

' B S should 
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should lack that which my heels had 
stolen from it." 

'^ Thy heels will shew their wit ia 
taking thee speedily hence," resumed the 
Baroness,-*' unless thou comest directly 
to the purport of what thou hast to re- 
late. Who is this stranger whose arrival I 
know thou comest hither to annoutice? 
and what is his business in this castle?" 

**To answer mathematically, that is, 
according to the square, imprimis, Lady, 
the stranger is a man/' 

•^ I knew this before:' I ask thee only 
what kind of man is he ?" 

*' Tall, and of a seemly and well-pro- 
portioned figure." ' 

" No matter for his person ; who is he, ^ 
I say, and what is his business here?" 

** Who he is, Lady, remains for you to 
discover ; what he is, he is willing, with v 

your 
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your Ladyship's permission, to discover 
himself.'' . . 

** What call you him ?*' 

^' Truly, considering the nature pf his 
profession, he may be said to have many* 
titles." 

" Ah ! what are they ?" 

*' Some call him a magician, others an 

encbaiiter, others an astrologer, others a 

necromancer, alias a conjuror; and some, 

perchance, only that he is clothed in 

black, a white witch." 
-■» . 

** Depend upon it, my Lady," cried 

Winifred, **.he is an impostor. I never 

yet knew a man that had so many names, 

who was not an arrant knave at bottom ; 

and we shall have good, luck, unless you 

speedily send him packing, if he does not,. 

by some juggling art of the devil, his 

master, hand off some of your Ladyship's 

j> 6 golden 
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golden eMrers and platters ; and then, by 
.way of getting clear off the ground, help 
himself to one of your- Ladyship's best 
palfreys." ^ 

" We will guard against that/' cried 
the Baroness; *' but what are his preten- 
sions ? what does he say he can do y^ 

^^ By his art, Lady," rejoined Motley, 
-** he can do any thing, not otherwise 
within the compass of human ability.^' 

*^ Can he exorcise — can he lay the 
ghost ?'' 

ft 

" Yea, Lady, he hath promised." 

^' Witchcraft! — all witchcraft!^* ex- 
claimed Winifred. '* Oh, my Lady, my 
Lady!" 

** What says Father Osborne to thi* 
wonderful stranger?" asked the Barbness^ 

** That he hath knowledge super- 
human.'' 

6 ^^Ah! 
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* ' Ah J does Father Osborne say this ? 
What does he profess to know r" 

*' Every things" 

*^A sure proof, iny Lady, he knows 
nothing," said Winifred. 

** Peace, wrangler," cried the clown, 
•* and let my Lady speak. I would thou 
wert fast asleep on a feather-bed, and 
might not awake to wag thy tongue again 
these three days." 

*' By way of trial of his art, I would 
first demand from him," resumed the Ba- 
roness, *' some intelligence concerning 
-Earl Ormond." 

** The Earl is safe, Lady.'* 

** Safe r 

*' Yea, Lady/' 

*' Where? has he declared this? if so. 
Heaven grant he may be what he pre* 
tends!" 
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^' An impudent and daring impostbr, 
L^ady !" vociferated Winifred, "an arrant 
and most cunning knave!" 

*^Hush, Winifred," cried the Baroness ; 
** say, Motley, does he really declare the 
Earl is safe ?" 

** I have said, Lady." 

*^ How does he say he obtaine'd this 
knowledge ?" 

*^ By his skill in astrology, and the 
study of the oc(^ult sciences. He under- 
stands what every planet means to say, 
and heafs tlie whisper of every constel- 
lation, knows all their houses, their ingress. 
and their egress, and all the gresses ; 
and can draw you the hieroglyphic of the 
year in the twinkling of an eye. All this 
lie can do most featly ; for he compre- 
hends all their motions and signs, and can 
call them all by their names ; can mark 

you 
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■'. ' ' ' 

yoii out the star that points the toe of the 
right foot of Orion, trace thf niilky way, 
spy put Castor and Pollux, and shew you 

m 

Venus's girdle in the heavens!.' 

'' Fool, Venus's girdle was never. placed 
there: but what said he of the Earl? be 
quick, Motley, I am all impatience ; 
said he, indeed, he was safe?" 

'^ Yea, truly, so he said." 

'* But M'here-^ where does he ^ say he 
is?" . 

*' He will not satisfy you, Lady, on 
this point, till he shall have had confe- 
rence with you." 

** Let him come hither then," said the 
Baroness; ** I would see this wonderful 
stranger." 

** Oh, my Lady! my dear Lady!" 
cried Winifred, '* be will certainly be- 
witch us all." 

"If 



M 
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**lf he is, as you say, an impostor, we 
'shall have nothing to fear from him,'* said 
the Baroness. 

^* Ah, Ladv ! but what if he should 
prove to be something worse ; if he should 
prove to have dealings where he should 
not have; and if he has not, how can he 
know more than other people ?" 

" Tell Father Osborne," cried the Baro- 
ifess, *' to come iiither immediately ; it is 
meet I should first hold some converse 
with that holy man; perchance he may 
not approve of my intention : in the 
meantime, Motley, go you to the stranger,^ 
and make some further enquiries about 
the Earl ; tell him, if he will afford me 
some satisfactory information on the sub* 
ject of this nobleman's sudden and extra- 
ordinary disappearance from my castle, I 
am willing, with Father Osborne's per- 
mission^ 
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mission^ to require fiuther trials of his 
art: depart, and bid the monk be here 
quickly.*' 

" With the velocity of an arrow slioc 
from Cuf id's bow, and with more willing 
speed than when it flew to pierce the 
heart of the beautiful Psyche, I fly, most 
excellent and sweet Lady, to infuse your 
delectable commands into tli« ear of this 
wise and most venerable doctor of the 
arts of magic and divination, astrology 
and conjuration ; peradventure his beard 
standelh not in my way, to intercept the 
flowing eloquence of my speech, ere it 
shall have reached the inner organ, the 
ear being composed -of certain labyrin-^ 
thical windings and foldings " 

•' Avaunt with thy tedious fooleries,'* 
cried the Baroness; ** begone, and exe-^ 
cute thy commission." * ^ 

' ^Verily, 



I .* 



-c> 
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" Verily hast thou chid all my vivacity 
from my heels; and. unless hocus pocus it 
come. again — Oh ! how these animal spi- 
rits flit about I now in the brain, now in 
the heels -vtriiy are they now wheie| they 
should be. Adieu, (jumping) adieu, sweet 
Lady. '^ 

*' Whither so fast, Mr. Motley?'' cried 
Peter aloud, addressings himself to the 
'clown, who, having newly, recovered his 
leaping facultj^j was proceeding as fast as 
hh heels could carry him, jumping and 
singing as he went along, from the Baro- 
ness's antichamber to the ball where he 
had left the stranger, surrounded by the 
assembled domestics, attended by Father 
Osborne. " Bate a little of thy speed, 
good Mr. Lightfoot, lest the ringing of 
thy bells should disturb the cogitations of 
the conjuror," 

^* PeacCg^ 



■» 
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'* Peace, fool," cried Motley, " and go 
thy way ; I would my feet were half as 
nimble as thy jaws." 

** Halt a little, though it were only 
upon one foot, good Mr. Motley, and tell 
us what says my Lady to this right won- 
derful man, this conjuror?" 

** My Lady is a most wise lady ; being 
wise, she accordeth to the dictates of wis- 
dom; and in pursuance of these, she doth 
desire, command, and ordain, as it beho- 
veth her high excellence, agreeable to her 
prerogative, that this stranger^, being, as 
it is supposed, and as he doth himself 
declare; a magician, alias an enchanter, 
alias a necromancer, alias an astrologer, 
alias a wizard, alias a conjuror, this 
bearded sage, this gentleman of the black 
robe, this knight of the white wand, be 

summoned to appear " 

^' Before 
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'' Before herr 

** Who bade thee speak ?** 

*^ Marry, I do not always wait for 
bidding. Wl.at then, does her Grace mean 
to try him by the ordeal of witchcraft, by 
Baving him thrown into the lake, to see 
whether he wiU sink or swim? Truly, I 
wish he may get well oflTwith his conju- 
rations, and none of us be the worse for 
them. But what say you, Mr, Motley ? 
do you think he can lay the ghost ?" 

•* I v.ish hQ would first lay thee, that 
stepping over thee, T might be rid of such 
a troublesome impediment : I am not sent 
hither to sp^ak to thee, but thy betters. 
Go on, and tell Father Osborne to attend 
my Lady : my business is with the con- 
juror/' Motley entered the hall. 

*' Well," cried the stranger, addressing 
him, '* hast thou advertised thy Lady of 

my 
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my arrival, and the business that brought 
me hither? and is she, moreover, willing 
to admit me into her gracious presence?*' 

'* Aye, aye," cried several voices at 
once, ^* what says my Lady ?" 

** Marry, that she is willing, with the 
implied permission of the most holy 
father, her confessor, with whom she is at 
this time holding converse, to listen to 
what thou hast to say to hei; and further, 
to allow thee to give her a specimen of thy 
art, in quieting the disorders that reign in 
her castle, through the turbulence of this 
disorderly and most unmannerly, ghost. 
Nevertheless, supposing rt to be the spirit 
of her late husband, Baron Fitzwalter, she 
desireth he may be dealt gently with. 
Albeit, she first craves to know something 
more concerning Earl Ormond, for whose 
losfi her Ladysh^p^ though Bbe loves, him 

not^ 
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not, yet deeply mourneth, being in much 
dole and trouble of heart." 

'* The fate of the Earl," replied the 
stranger, ** remaineth for the present sus- 
pended ; let it suffice that he is safe; the 
spirit that haunts these walls must first 
be laidio rest." 

** Well then, please your worship," 
cried Peter, '* had not you better set 
about the job directly? I heard him, just 
now, clattering along the chamber, rat- 
tling his old armour about; and knocking 
and hammering against the walls, as if he 
meant to take a part of the old building 
along: with him." 

** I cannot proceed to the awful busi- 
ness which demands my'attendance here," 
returned the stranger, ** till I have seen 
your Lady." 

** Suppose, Mn Steward," cried Nicho- 

la$| 
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las, **. while my Lady is deliberating, we 
were to hedge in a word or two for our- 
selves ? wl^at if I were to enquire of him 
about the steed ? Sir — Sir " 

** What is your will?" ^ 

'* Last night, an please your worship, 
one of my Lady's best horses was stolen 
out of the stable." 

*' A bay horse." 

" Yea; the verv colour.'' 

" Having the near fore leg and the far 
hind leg white.*' 

** The verv marks," 

*' Standinsr fourteen hands and a half 



high." 




** The height to an inch." 




** Four years old, last grass." 




" The very agQ to a day." 




"Bought at Carlisle." 




« 


"Whey 


• • 


- 
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'^' Whey (whistling), why, so it was, oti 
my conscience." 

" Now, pray, Mr. Conjuror, do you 
know what became of this horse? shall I 
hear of it again ?" 

'* Thou wilt hear of it." 

^'When?" ; 

'*Now." -a 

'^Whereisit?'* 

*' In the stable. Thou wilt find it in 
the first stall, with a halter about its 
neck." 

" Whurra^ — whurra!" cried Kicholas, 
*' ni go and see." 

"I fancy, Mr. Conjuror," said the 
steward, *'you have made free with tiie 
steed yourself; and so having returned it 
to the place from whence you stole it, are 
come hither to make a parade of your 

knowledge 



1: 
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knowledge, and to impose yourself upon 
us as a magician r I suspected you to be 
an impostor ; and I now believe you to 
be a rogue," 

*^ I know you to be a sot," replied the 
stranger, *' and I suspect you to be a 
fool. Thou bast drank more sack and 
Rhenish within these three weeks, than 
would have served to drown thee," 

^^ Say that again/' said the steward 
furiously^ ** and I will pluck off thy 
beard, and knock thy wand about thy 
ears, till thou confessest thyself to be 
what thou art — an impostor, and an by* 
pocrite." 

*VPeace, fellow, and be quiet." 

/* Do you not know who I am ?" cried 
the steward, striding up to the stranger, 
whom he eyed with a look of stern dt* 

¥0L. Ilk £ fiance; 
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fiance ; " do you not know that* I have 
the .honour to be the Baroness's stew- 
ard?" 

** Yes : and if I have anv skill in divi- 
nation, I know thou wilt not^Mtain thy 
stewardship many days." "" 

** Ah, ah, ah ! (laughing) a good joke, 
a very good joke, upon my soul." 

** Whurra — whurra !" cried Nicholas]^ 
who now entered ; " surely, as I live, the 
horse is where he said it was, in the first 
stall ; the very place ; he knows every 
thing." 

** In troth," cried Peter, ^' a most 
wonderful man ! Please your worship, 
Mr. Conjuror, may I too ask a ques- 
tion r 

'^ What wouldst thou say ?" 

*/ There is a young man, your hojjLOUfi 

. the 
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the son of one of her Ladyship's vassals, 
of the name of Edgar." 

'* What of him ?" 

"This young man, an please you, Mr. 
Conjuror, has fallen hugeously in love, as 
one may say, with " 

" A woman." 

** Wonderful ! how could he know 

that?" 

** A young and beautiful maidenj. 
please your worship, who lives in this 
castle, of the name of — -^^ 

"EtheHnd." 

^* Her very nanie; a prodigious man! - 
Now, you must know, Mr. Conjuror,' that 
Edgar's father, being, as one may say, 
well to live, for her ladyship, God bless 
her, oppresseth no one, he wont odnsenh 
to liis son's marrying this girl, becanse, 
forsooth, she is the daughter of a poor 

% i cottager^ 
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cottager^ unlessi indeed, my Lady should 
command* Now, what I want to ask you, 
Mr. Conjuror, is whether this marriage 
will, ever take place or no ? for Edgar is 
an honest young fellow, and beloved by 
all who know him ; and the maid is a 
pretty girl, and as good as she is pretty/' 
'* He will marry her in three days." 
'' Odsbodikins ! so soon ! egad then, 
I'll go and tell Edgar, that he may be 
getting ready for the wedding." 

At this moment Father Osborne re- 
turned, bearing a message from the Baro- 
ness, desiring to see the stranger imme- 
diately : the latter accordingly arose ; 
and Father Osborne leading the way, 
they repaired to the Baroness's anti- 
chamber. 



CHAP. 



i 
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CHAP. IV. 



Y«t «a tfi9 a^ bai nif^ht. to play his pirty. 

Xiuu he ahoold lee he^ lorin 'm life and limb. 

And mark if ttiU she lay'd> and ttill she thought of him. 

ScoTf. 

The Baconeat eyed tlie stranget for a 
moment or two, with a sensatioh of 
mingled awe and astonishment. '* I 
have heen told, venerable Sir/' said she, at 
length breaking silence, ** that you have 
the power, by some unknown art, to restore 
peace and tranquillity to this castle, oblate 
most grievously disturbed and haunted 
by a very troublesome phantom : if to do 
'■\ '- r •. li 3 ^ this 
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this is within the compass of your ability^ 
you will have performed for me and my 
household a mighty service ; and, beside 
my most grateful thanks, you shall receive 
a rich reward/' 

" I shall on my part," said the stranger, 
" be highly honoured by your kindnesses. 
But before I enter upon the important 
business upon which I camCi most nobTe 
and revered Lady," added he, ** it. is 
meet I first hold with you some private 
converse. With your leave, Lady, wc' 
must be alone." 

** Alone \ why alone ?'* 

Father Osborne arose : ** Fear not, 
Lady," said he, " 1 will return anon;" 
and, together with the others present, 
witluhew. 

** What IS your will?" cried the Baro- 
ness, somewhat tremulously. 

*' Your. 
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^* Your castle, Lady," said the stranger, 
*' is said tobe infested and much troubled 
with a being of a supernatural character, 
supposed to be the spirit of some on 
departed." 

'* Truly, Sir^ of jate U hath been* much 
troubled." : 

^' Have you yourself beheld tliis ghost? 
and wliat fprm or appearance hath it as- 
sumed r" 

'^ It is said, to have assumed various' 
forms ; but most commonly takes that of 
an armed. knight, bearing, it is thought^^ 
much resemblance to — — *" 

*' The Baron, your late Lord." 

ft 

** It is so reported, as you seem to 
have heard." 

^* Hath any thing occurred since the 
death of the Baron, which may be.aup- 
posed to have grieved his, dejparte^ spirjt,^ 

£ 4 and 
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and thus hindered ito repose ? Did yoiX 
love him ? Answer freely; yoa will speak 
to faithful earsl'^ ^ 

** Oh, could I say how much 1" 

'' And did you mourn for himi as 
widows should mourn, with deep» and 
earnest, and long-continued sorrow for 
his death ?'* 

** Witness for me, Hearen, wkat was 
my sorrow /" 

' ** Received you other lovers? this» per- 
chance^ might grieve his sorrowing, souli 
and cause it thus to wander^ seeking the 
rest it found not.'' 

" None, by my faith." 

*^ You have had suitors, Lady ; did 
none of them succeed, and win your 
love?'' 

*' Nck none ! my heart abhorred the 
'«^ wUBe 0^ marriage." 

"Twas 
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" '* Twas str^ingc, methinks ; so yourig, 

^8o fair, so rich too, and so powerful! 

. •' *■ * 

what/ could no knight of honourable 
fame ere touch that gentle^ bosom^ and 
-awake in it love's genial fires ?". 

' ^Sir!" 

1 : ^« Pardon, sweet Lady, if I seeni t^oo 
bold. I have been answered. Your affec- 

^tfons then remain unaltered ; you have 
never swer^'ed, even in thought, frbm 

'that virtuous constancy in love, which 

^ proves it to be more than passion?" 

*^ I never have; but why these inter?o- 
gatories t 

" Lady^ they are neeesisaryrtliese. re- 
plied to, halve you courage to attend me 

. whither I shall lead you ?" Be not alarmed j 
your safety is my care.'* 






>■ * 



^' Where wouldst thou lead me, stranger?** 

e5 "To 



,..., 
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** To the chamber of your deceased 
husband." 

*' Ah ! wherefore to that chamber ?" 

*' Tis there, they say, at night the 
spirit walks; at midnight I begin my 
incantations; you, Lady, must be pre- 
sent." 

*' Me ! Oh, Heaven defend me! the 

Earl was lost, who dared " 

.** Courage, sweet Lady, 'twill be but 
for a few short minutes: the ghost must 
pass along, that's all." 

" Ah ! pass where ?" 

•* Across the chamber." 

*' Oh, drive me not to distraction — to 
madness, stranger ! Thinkest thou I can 
behold my beloved husband's spirit, and 
live ? Oh, spare me-^spare me such a 
scene of horror!" 

•• Thou 



^ 
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*' Thou shalt not see it, Lady." 

" How ! not see it, though it appear, arid 
yet be present !" 

'* No; for I'll tie around your brow a 
magic handkerchief, on which you must 
not look ere it be put on ; you will hear, 
but see nothing." 

** But why, I beseech you, tell me. Sir, * 
must I be present at this awful scene ?'* 

*• If it is the spirit of your Lord that 
haunts these- walls, it will not rest till it 
has seen thee; afterwards, it will repose 
in peace, and, its purgiation ended, taste 
bliss immortal.'* 

" If nothing but my presence in that 
chamber can restore peace to his disturbed 
and agitated spirit,** cried the Baroness, 
after a pause of terrified rumination) ** I 
will attend you.'* 

• *• 'Riou hast spoken nobly, Lady,**t 

£ 6 returned 



\ 



ffturaed the stisnger ; ** and ibsy pro- 
mke gives me hopes of success^ Adieu 
then^ for the present ; I go to prepare for 
the awftd moment. The reverend £atber 
may now approach. Fear not ; the issue 
of these ei^ents may be most fortunate. ** 

'' Most fortunate !" repeated the Baro- 
ness. 

^' Be comforted, my daughter, ** said 
Father Osborne, who now entered, and 
observed the agitation of hb Lady. ^' As- 
sume courage, and confidently follow the 
directions of this learned man." 

'' What is the hour?" asked the Baro- 
ness. 

'^ It is within one of the appointed 
time.'' 

^' Oh| my heart T' exclaimed the Baro- 

'' ncM. " May the holy saiats and angels 

I'goaid inei-«-Ue hM laid aothiog ntoxe," 
P/iU. e at 



THX NOCX0KK AL MIKSTUL* $f 

f 

at length added she, *^ concerning tbe 
Earl, at which I greatly marvel," 

*^ The events of the night," said the 
father, ** will probably unravel all the 
mysteries of the castle." 

** Heaven grant they may !" cried the 
Baroness; '^ *and that we may be at 
peace ! But where is Winifred ?" 

*' Winifred," said the monk, "cannot 
appear." 

" How ! cannot ! cannot iSppearT 
■ * ' You will know more hereafter, " re- 
sumed the father; ^^ her presence will not 
be necessary. Let me conduct you to a 
private oratory; and when thou bast 
reputed a few aye-marias before the 
shrine of St. Dunstan^ I will fortify 
thee with the holy sprinkling-; and then^ 
when thou art thus prepared, Lady^ I 

n^teif vili attend tbce to tiie chamber." 

. CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



She heird the midnight belt with tnztous start. 
Which told the myttie boar approtchioi; High* 

Scott. 

BlfoR£ these devout performances were' 
well endeJ, the great bell in the tower of 
the keep sounded solemnly to the ears of 
the Baroness the hour of midnight ; and 
leaning on the arm of Father Osborne, 
she moved with hasty yet trembling step 
along the cloisters, now scarcely lighted 
by tiie expiring lamp, and ascended the 
stairs leading to the haunted chamber. 
All was iikace; yet she feared sounds 

that 



i • 
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that might alarm her at every step. Even 
the treading of her own light feet, and 
those of the unshod friar, seemed awfuL 

When come to the door of the cham* 
ber, they halted, and overheard the magi- 
cian speaking his incantations. They 
waited a few moments, when suddenly ' 
the doors of the chamber unfolding, as of 
their own accord, discovered the magician 
sitting by the light of one solitary lamp, 
suspended from (he ceiling; which, while . 
it threw a partial gleam around^ scarcely 
fUuminatirig the farther parts of the 
chamber, served to impress the miud^ 
awed by expectation as was that of the 
Baroness^' with a darksome apprehension 
of mysteries already there. It served, 
however, well to display the dignified 
figure of the necromancer^ and all the 

appendages of his ar^. 

Before 
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Before htm wa« a large table, covered 
MTith black cloth; and on it lay open a 
•large folio volume, which he appeared to 
be examining with the most earnest atten- 
tion. His right hand held bis long white 
wand, his left slightly touched a dry 
human skull ; by it stood an hpiir-gla^ ; 
and before him a large animal of the 
lf2ard kind, and an owl stuffed and dried. 
On the floor around him were marked in 
chalk, a vast variety of mathematiclftl 
figures^ and mysteribu3 diagrams. 

The Batoness, since the death of the 
Baron, had never visited this chamber, 
without experiencing tbf most painful 
feelings^ The thoughts of so soon being 
near an airy form, the only nK>de of 
being now remaining to him, oppressed 
lifer heart with a weight of woe, which 
dried up the source of teirs; that season- 
able 



able relief to gnef^ and made her regard 
t4i€| solemn apparatus of the magician. 
witfh almost insensibility ; although in 
other circumstances she must have beheld 
them with the deepest awe. 

Her attitude was indicative of the most 
|^(^t&it distress ; h^ eyes were directed 
towards heaven, her hands clasped as in 
,^oiiy; and thus she stood for some 
minutesi^ till a heavy groan, issuing from 
her very soul, seemed to relax rather than 
relieve her pangs ; and she sunk, almost 
fainting, against the shoulder of Father 
Osborne. A single tear now marked its 
<:ourse dowa her cheek ; and she, looking 
towards the venerable figure of the niagi- 
cian, faintly cried, " I am ready," ' 

Tttese workings of the most tender, yet 
steady affection for her departed «Lord,' 
bad -not been observed by tlie friar with* 

out 
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out the mo^t friendly interest and com- 
passion ; and while he supported her with 
one hand, he held out the other in an 
attitude of exhortation ; and gently ex-> 
claimed, with a tone of the most sincere 
benevolence, ** Yield not, my daughter, 
to these mournful recollections; trust iai 
the power and mercy of the Supreme Dis- 
poser of all huntan-events; and niAy you- 
yourself experience that happiness you 
come here to give to the soul of your 
Lord !" . r 

The magician, who had regarded her 
with an attentive eye, from the instant of 
her entering, now seemed with much 
agitation to mutter some words to him- 
self; then closing the mystic page before 
him, he arose majestically from his seat, 
and stepping forward, took up the ker- 
chief, which had been covered by the. 

book, 
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book, arid said> ** The hour is arrived, 
noble Lady. All things augur well*: close 
your eyes, and receive this magic ban-? 
dage, which I alone can tie. Wearing 
this, none of the spirits that ever gave 
terror to the night can possibly appal or 
affiigbt you." 

** How long?'- said the Baroness, tre- 
mulously. 

" No questions. Lady," cried the ma- 
gi<nan; ^^ we must be quidk ; the harbin- 
gers of my purpose I already hear. Kneel 
at this table." 

The Baroness obeyed; and with hurry- 
ing hand, the magic bandage was bound 
around her head. " We are ready now," 
cried the magician: " support your charge,'* 
said he to Father Osborne, who took his 
Btand close behind his Lady, ready to 
give her support if needed* 

An 
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: An awftil silence succeeded. Low inar- 
ticiUate sounds, like the initrmuring of 
words indistinctly uttered, at iengtti 
caught her ear. They ceased, and alt 
was again silent. Suddenly she heard v& 
noise like the bursting of a door, then of 
a rushing like the entrance of severtl 
people at once, and afterwards a sound, 
as of the clattering of armour. These too 
died away« She trembled ; but was still. 
•* Take xourage, daughter/' cried thie 
£uax ;. /^ the awful mysteries will soon be 
ended/* 

'^.Tbe spirit has appeared/' said the 
magician'; /Mt has already passed along 
the chamber." 

* ' Oh, my beloved, my adored Fitzwal- 
ter !'* cried the Baroness, ** when may 
: death reunite us^ by rendering me a spirit 
like thee?" 

«*Hush!" 



V 
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'^ Hush !" said the magician ; ** the 
omeos are favourable; attend to what it 
passing/' 

At that instant, the well-known strains 
of the mysterious minstrel caught the ear 
of the astonished-^ the wontler^ struck 
Baroness. She started — shrieked !—*torc 
the magic bandage from her brow, wildly 
exclaiming, " It is him. — it is hinfisetf 1^. 
and sunk, panting, trembling, fainting, 
almost dying, with* the wild emotions of 
Kcr joy, into the arms of the stranger, 
(who had now thrown off his di^^ise) 
feebly ejaculating, as she fell, **It is, in- 
deed, great Hearen ! it is Fitzwaher I" 

" Gertrude — Gertrude,'' cried the Ba- 
ron, for it was the Baron, her husband, 
that now pressed her to his bursting, 
throbbing hearti ^' my Nfb'i best, dearest 

treasure ! 
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treasure ! look up— look at thy Fitzwal- 
ter. Ah ! why so pale ? Oh, save her— 

save her," exclaimed he, *' fly— ^fly ! un» 

« 

used of late to joy, this sudden tide, rush- 
ing thus unexpectedly upon her senses, is 
too — too much for feeble nature to sup- 
port. Ah, why did I expose her to so 
severe a trial ! But see, the colour steals 
into her lips, and visits those fair cheeks. 
Gertrude, my love, awake, behold thy 
husband, thy long, long lost Fitzwalter!" 

** Methought I saw him,^' said the 
Baroness ; *' but tell me, (wildly seizing 
Father Osborne's arm) is not all this en- 
chantment ?'' then snatching up the ban- 
dage, an embroidered handkerchief, " the 
same, " said she, ** I gave him at the 
tournament." 

** Raise your eyes, my Gertrude,*' re- 
sumed 



Ix- . ., .;» 
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sumed the Baron, " and look around you ; 
behold you aught now that resembles the 
ghost of your husbaod.r'V 
. ** Heavens !" exclaimed the Baroness, 
I* what is it that I see ?. a figure in com- 
plete armour 1 Ah ! (recoiling) is not. that 
the ghost?" 

" Take off your hehnet, Sir Knight," 
cried the Baron, ** and shew yourself, in 
mortal guise, to this most virtuous and 
much injured Lady." 

** Oh, spare me!" rejoined the Enight, 
'' this hated, this humiliating disclosure.'* 

" What do I hear !" cried the Baro- 
ness, ** the voice of Sir Reginald Hare- 
land !" 

« 

"The same, my dear Gertrude," re- 
plied the Baron. ** The ghost I came 
hither to exorcise Avas the spirit of an 
unwoi thy knight; who^ taking advantage 

of 
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of a false report of my d&th, eodeavourad , 
to render himself the lord of yourself aad 
your domain. When with fiutjifol firmH[ 
ness you rejected bis proposals, by the 
practice of the most dishonourable artir . 
ficesi he attempted to terrify you into % 
mafriajge ; and jthat he might be more* 
free from the interruption of these his 
schemes, he prevented all cofnmunicatioflr 
on my part vNrith you, by deceiving-nie 
with a false account of your death, the 
effect of grief, he said, for your loss of 



.me. 



H 



** My Lord/* cried Sir Reginald, "you 
see before you one of the most unhappy 
of men. I will not endeavour to conceal 
my faults ; I will not even attempt to 
extenuate them. I loved the Baroness^ 
and was directed to seek her alliance hj- 
no sordid wish of encreasc either of pro* 

pcrty 
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petty i or power. * The report of your 
having falleh in the ranks of the enemy, 
bad gained universal credit and accept- 
ati<c^, before I ev^n saw the Baroness. I 
aione knew that you was living ; but hear* 
iag that the ship in which you had taken 
jonr passage to the Sicilian shore was 
wrecked at the Straits of Messina, and 
that the Whole crew had been lost, I was 
persuaded, nay, convinced, t}iat I related 
* a - fact, when I asserted that you was 
dead 

**The account I sent you before the 
report of your shipwreck reached England, 
that the Baroness was dead, had a similar 
relation to truth. She was indeed labour- 
ing under an illness, attended tvith the 
niost alarming symptoms of danger. At 
the time I informed you of her death, it 

VOL. ir. r ' was 



was thought by: some she coidd nofir st»» 
vive many hours% Her at|:acbmeftb to hor 
husbandmade melpve her mori94 ^Ahi! - 
how^ fidthfuV. cried I, * miut sbe he tO; a 
living hpsbands who, cacii thus Urrcb one 
whom she thinks dead ! She is a^ pri2^;I 
must not, will not lose^ Fita waiter^ is 
attainted, and never caii returnl. to bs 
hers; itwill be kindnesn-to hcur to render 
her mine.' Thusarguing,, under the influ- 

ence of passion, Xown,. indeed^ I beeaine 

« 

guilty of falshood, when I sent the triis^ 

i^nd weU*feed me^engf r to say. yourGer- 

* 

trade was no mctre^ Ere sh;e had perfectlyt 
recovered, I had the reasonS)abovertue&<' 
tioned to hdieve you were dead* I loved^L 
offered myself, and waa. refused. ¥ou 
know the rest. This detestable scheme o£ 
the ghost was contrived and reconiH . 

mfixid^ . 



metide^ by Winifred, whom I had, ffotBf 
the commeMcetnent of riiy l©ve fcr tfne' 
Ratmess, secured in my interesf * 

** B\re wlitTC/' cried tftfe Barotiws; **^i* 
fiaVI Ortno^d ?'' 

^'Hi? iarsafe, my dear Gertrude/ said 
the Baron, " as 1; have already assured! 
you. The noble Ormondi deceived, like 
yourself, by the treacherous arts of vil- 
Ikny, has a' few hours oufy ago I^een eman- 
clpated from a shocking confinement. 

ff 

Much yet remains to be explained, —With 
you, Sir Knight," continued the Baron, 
addressing himself to Sir Keginald, ** iC 
is necessary I should have some further 
conversation ; till tlien, you remain a pri- 
soner in this castle." lie then desired 
that Edgar and the seneschal, who were 
awaiting his orders, trould conduct him 
as a prisoner to a room in the round 

F 2 tower 
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tower of the keep. ** Lead him out^*^ 
sakl he, " by the way he came.'* 

The Baroness, whom joy and surprise 
had almost deprived of perception, ob- 
served now, for the first time, an opening 
in the wainscot, Jarge enough to afford a 

« 

passage for Sir Reginald and his guard*. 
The dangers of those times when the 
castle was built, had induced the founder 
to contrive various passages and recesses 
in the walls of thb apartment, either to 
afford the means of escaiic from personal 
danger, or to conceal whatever he held 
most valuable. But in the times succeed- 
ing, these recesses became useless, and were 
forgotten ; and no one knew of the pan* 
»el so artfully constructed, as to fly opea 
with a spring on the slightest touch, ex- 
cept Winifred, who had made Sir RegiT 
nald 4C4}Hainted with the contrivimQe; 

and 
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and'he availed Mmself of the secret, m the 
ipanner above de9cribed, to draw Earl Or- 
mand from the apartment, who, con- 
oerving Uie &udden opening of this pannerl 
to be the effect of supernatural power,, 
eamly fell into the snare insidiously tailL 
ibr him by the pretended ghost. 
:-As 8O0U as Sir Regitiald had departe<f^' 
tiie ;good old Father Osborne having con- 
gcstoluted the Baron and Baronet with 
(cars of joy, tbey repaired la a saldolt,. 
^bere they were soon joined by Earl Or-^ 
niood, ' whom the necessary refreshmettt,^ 
end a few hoars sleep, had perfectly 
festered. The EarFs snrprisei when in- 
formed that the Baroii> wbo was* amver<> 
Bally supposed to iiave fallen m battle, wate^ 
alive, and in the castle, disguised inrttie 
garb of a magician, may easily be con-^ 
ceLved . The esteem and ' higli' adtmratioti 

F 3 he 
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he eDtertaioed for ihe Barontss, s^llowo^ 
him not to mingle any. Aelfish cegcets 
M'ith the satisfaction he felt from ;thie joo- 
spect of her again experiencing that l^p- 
piness, of which she was so justly 4c80f* 
ving, with the noble object of her teadei- 
est affection ; nor did the xoanner ia 
which he expressed his feelings on this^ 
occasion^ fail to confirm the jSaroness ta 
the high opinion she had concfii^eil. pf 

The melancholy sitoatioa of die £av)^ 
^n the departure of tba imposit^r gbc)^,. 
hfts been alr^eady described. After havi^ 
aiade various inefiectuai attempts to Ijft 
^p the iron door^ through whicb he^lwt* 
descended to this dreary dwgeon of hotR- 
jr9rs^ aud h<Lviqg exerted ^iq^iself in vai(t. 
to be heardi wearied . with waitiag^ aad 
.pppre^/ifid by hunger^, lie had almost f^U^- 

fished 



q«rtfllied all %ope; Md tiad laid "hir^setf 
do^ -on ofne t>f the intone coffins, pre-^ 
jtered to meet Tiis secmitig inevitaible iFate, 
wiien be fell iWfco a refreshmg slattater, 
ihitii wbich 1i€ awoke greatly recruited, 
and idisposWl agafe to trse his revivra^ 
pDfwen, as also to pass the dreaty houVk- 
HI agam ^itjAorhig the vault, his prison. 

As he groped along the walls, he came 
to a niche ;iti Vhich was an old tam|>^ and 
Uehittd it a cirttcifi)c, ptac<^d before a coffiia. 
i/tach stood on an end, lie clanlhercd 
iif^into thte niche to examine ft; when lit ' 
Kbafehing behind the coffin, it fd! with a^ 
thund^ng cta^h into the area of tliie 
Vtiiilt^ sind throwing down with it feev'evat 
loose stones, ctumbling with length br 

time, he wa6 beaten down ; and had hie^ 

* . ■ • 
not been cased in. artnour, Would havt^ 

itaitmtly iii6t the d6ath he UttAekptbtidJ 

f4 He* 
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He w^, however, rather bruised than 
hurt ; and instantly rising up^ and retreat- 
ing a few steps, he stood expecting that' 
more of the wall of the niche might fall 
and crush him. Nothing of that kind 
however happened, and the echoes of the 
crash having ceasecF, and all being still 
:)gain, he began cautiously to resume his 
examination of the niche. In groping 
o%'er it| he found a piece of iron fastened 
into a stone, by which the coffin had been 
supported in its position; he found also 
that this stone was very large, and, as he 
rightly judged, mu3t communicate with 
the other parts of the castle. He soon 
came to the steps which led to the entrance- 
in to this traverse; his progress in this 
direction was stopped by a massive door, 
firmly fastened, and against whic!b he 
knocked, and beat in vain^ for a long 

time. 



> 
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time. He left it not without inteiitipiM 
^ returningi and. tried his fortune iit aiif- 

.other search^. 

He now discovered by the sidi^ of. the* 
passage severalniches, which were ndtfaj^ijg; 
more than small loop-holes now built, :u|r* 
Continuing^ his progress^ hei at leogtiii^. 

J )>erceived| to> bis great joy, the- mornkig: 
■light issuiug through^ a gratedv window.. 
Approaching it, with a full |>ersuasi6n thfit 
I^was now certain, of escape^ he. found;, 
to his great mortification^ that it was only 
a window in a low apartment of oncoE 
the most advanced towers of Iheca^Jie,,, 
and looked upon the morass forming; pn 
that part the bouudary of the lake,. so. t|iat 
it wasc not likely that -any person* wouldl 
pass tliat way;, and the strong: iron. bars,, 
firmly fastened,, prevented all hope of. 
egress to himself. . > . 



Our jnortificadons aiie generally 
portioned to the ardour of xMir - cicpec*^ 
tations. The disappointed and uBfiortur 
Site Ormded now found, . to>hit- extieme 
fcgnet^. that his escape was far from iMr»- 
tfku Tiie effaot of the morotog air wa^ 
liowever, reviving ; and the light ^sbeeiaed 
bis spirits. He looked from the wlsdow 
with pleasure, though that pleasure was 
allayed by. the anxious wish for liberty,, 
which he saw enjoyed by tlie birdSiOf die- 
lake^ and the deer ranging on the opposite 
side «l* iL 

Here he sat himself down, and oonti^ 
Bucd his survey from the windMiCy »ot 
without tlie hope of seeing some persoa 
who inigiit observe his sig^^ls. fiisl^ af 
length, wearied wit^ his duH watob, aad 
oveucoine by fatigue, he fell into a pro*- 
found sleep, in which he long contiMied ^ 

aadl 



Ad this ctmumstefiree pt^venMd hte earlier 
^i^iiveraticfe : for hftd not this whdlly o^^^ 
Ks^mt biitiy he iinuM have heard liie ciill ^ 
Ec%ar aiid his oampahk)Bft^ who nftdei!^ 
tMk, a^ we hkve already noticed,. to #eaiteb 

^Kgenrty in every pmbftble, • and ^tmdsffr 

. • ■ . * 

jtessibfe place, for the man,* whose afefenttb' 
appeared to him.mort stmnge, andf #tt$fc& 
thfe generality accounted siipernatiirat' 

That ihey did not search tRe range c^' 
tVarerste and iubterranean^f where^ • thic- 
Earl was immnred, was owing to* the fet!^ 
cumstance that these recessed wcre^ onljr 

■ « ■ 

to be approaehcd by tfap^dbofs, lite that: 
through whieh^ the 'Earl hM been iffih- 
coyed ; and these, having ISeen ^enefalQ: 
constructed with the uttn^t r^at^'tlx* 
«afl6eatment^ ^ere whotly unkttowft toi 
Idga^, and the r^t of the ten^tito) 

The EarV «ftw ask«p of Mktte hoi(i% 
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wose^ still languid and unrefreshcd ; and 
retracing his way toward the lower dun- 
geon, endeavoured to find some other 
door or chasm, by which he might ascend 
to the upper vaults. While he was busied 
in this search, he distinguished the sound 
of voices, raised together in chorus. It- 
instantly occurred to him that the place 
he was in must be under the chapel ; and 
that the Baroness and her people were at 
their devotions. The shouts and loud 
cries of the Earl, while endeavouring to 
make his situation known, were mistaken 
for the shrieks and yells of the spirit, that 
was wont to haunt the castle, and occar 
sioned the alarm and dispersion we have 
before described. 

Edgar, as may be remembered, alone 
remaioed in the chapeL To him. the 
sounds be had beard seemed not to be 

supernatural; 
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supernatural ; and he resolved to trace 
the mystery to the bottom. 
< Observing the situation of the chapel^ 
he proceeded by a door behind the altai^ 
. toward the place from whence the sounds 
seemed to issue ; and having reached the 
: burial vault, he distinctly heard the voice 
f.pf the Earl, calling loudly for assistances. 
;.^gar having, with the aid of a shovel 
^^whigh lay in his way, cleared aw^y a. vast 
.quantity of loose earth, which was thrown 
over it, opened the trap ; aqd, in a mo- 
ment^ restored the delightiqd Earl to that 
: liberty he had been lopg vainly struggling 
to regain. •. • w 

The Earl, when thus escaped fro^ the 
vaults, complained that ifyc. sense qf^ the 
danger to which he had been exposied was 
become even more pscinful and oppressive 
than the danger itself; and as, extfao^^i- 



% 



nary exertions are usually followed %* 
proportionable deprcMion, 90 tbe Earl noir 
found Inmself too ^iarnt and languid to 
Uppear for the present ; and he was ear- 
nestly desirous of being conducted to his 
room, where, having taken some very 
slight refVeshmenti he was left alone to 
his repose^ 

Edjgar, delighted wirli Tiaving disco«> 
Ttred and released the Earl, hastened to 
acquaint Motley with the- news of hrs 
succtss, from whom he learned in returh 
tlie still more extraordinary intelligence 
©f the arrival of the Baron at the castle, 
and of his being disguised in it as a ma*- 
gician. 

Motley, who trusted Edgar with these 
particulars, from a full persuasion of his 
integrity^ and knowing that he might ber 
vseful to the final conclusion of the 

measures^ 
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ttMrsQvet 'Bew m frogrtsiy itsivtd him, 
tSii the AsMMi^iMr ^of all the my^steriefl^ 
jte tmamtaia '^k ^friefe stknce vetetive tt> 
^se cicdiifn'sta<»eed,. as als^ of tliose cooh 
<eierning 'tlie sifruatkm ofthfe fiarl m the 
TftUfts of the eastte ; as it vi'i* nwewary 
to the plaiTS of the Baron that the Baro- 
ness, and the greater part of her attend- 
ants, should be unacquainted ^yith these 
particulars* 

After Sir iteginald had been led away 
HI the manner above mentioned, the 
news of the arrival of the Baron flew in- 
stantly through tlie castle ; anil all the 
persons of the family, a few ejccepted^ 
hastened with joy to behold again their 
long-lost Lord ; and to express, ia proper 

r 

terms, their respects ou his return. 
These forms, were soon over ; yet the 
i . '. Baroness, 



lit 

fiaroncsiy eager to kara the cvcdIs whicii 
had kd to ber picseat happinca^ tboag^ 
them tecttotts delajs to the coinIIlUDi^ 
cmlioii of tbat important inteUigeoce, 
vbich might cooTince her reaM>n that 
vhat she saw and heard vas oot a dceam^ 
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CHAP. VI. * 

Breathes there the mta.with toul to dead» 
Who never to himself hath said, 

1^18 is my .own, my native land ! 
Whose hfart hath ne'er within hina barn*d 
As home his footsteps he hath tam'd. 
From wand'ring on a foreign strand ? 
If such there breathe, go mark him well^ 
For him, no minstrel raptures swelL 

SC0TT« 

« 

When the Baroness was alone ^ith the 
Baron^ she gently reproached ' him for^ 
having so long concealed from her that 
he was still living, ** Oh J why/* said 
shtSf- ** did not you discaver yourself to 

m« 
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nie on your first arrival here? why,.diis-^ 
guised as a minstrel/ artfully eluding my 
strictest search, did you so often draw me 
to niy window, to weep and mourn anew 
your loss, the memorials of which^ every 

« 

note that vibrated from Ihe strings of 
your instrument, I Icnow not how, nor 
why, seemed to rwall, and bring more 
affectingly to my mind ? Oh ! irhy^ whep 
it was in your power to have restored me . 
to the happiness I had^ 1 belkv^ed, for 
ever lost, did you 8«^(¥er Tn>e tliuB 4o pine 
in hopeless sorrow fot your deatliT*' 

" You shall know, my love," cried the 
Baron, *^ all my reasons for a conduct, 
vhich, I atn ftftly awsre^ wost a^^eap^ 
extraiQirdlniary, perhaps not wkioUy juati«^ 
fiaWe; fof>, :ohJ my Gertrude, hov, 
knowing the6, optild I ever suspect ihft 
fiildity^ hoiiT'emi^cimseCo e^Jt, as I ougUt 






tft> 




tp^ve 4oia^ xm thy f^ng/clAikt, ihj^ UBr 
^xaaxpkd qoo&tancy t Oh» aucb, never 
jiure beifore was Jthjei;e in wotmsLUj .most b&- 
ioved — most amiable of human bcingsir' 

** Avkd did you indeed suspect my >fide*- 
Jity?" cried t be Barotiess ; ** could you 
be so unjust to yourself and me, as tp 
4pubt it even for a moment ?" 
,. ^^I blusb to say I did/' resumed the 
JBarana " Ukejou, I was deceived withap- 
jiearaa<M2s; and not by ^pearaiices lOitl}^) 
J>ut by jepres^atations^ calculated to make 
jiSjC wretcJied> ^ven wbea my dearest hap-- 
jpipesf was in view. To explain thas, it 
lyiU be necessary that I fii;st give you 
^ne account of myself siace we laat 
parted. You now know my imp tive. for 
ifisitiqg {Flanders.. Deceived by the :s^- 
^cious arts p£ an iropastor, for sitch tlie 

(qretended Itoke cf Yoik .ln» !Coofats«d 

himself^ 
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himsetf, I took arms against my torcr 
reign, and was obligedi by his success, tt> 
fly my country, leaving thee behind ; for 
I could not wish thee to bear the miseries 
of exile ; and my title» estate, and honours, 
were now at the mercy of a king, whom 1 
had offended* 

** I shall not pause to rehtc thfe parti- . 
culars of the various fortunes I experi- 
enced. I shall at present only say that I 
entered into the service of Burgundy, and* 
, fought in its wars* In on^ rencontre I ^ 
fell wounded, and fainting with the l^ss^ 
of blood, and was left for dead m''tl)€ 
field, amongst the slaiu. I was found* by . 

L 

one of those hardy adventurers^ who are 
wont to trsiverse^ the field of battle ta 
search of plunder ; J won his attention,, 
and by him was conveyed t^ the house-or 
a Flemish mechanic, wha tended me with:^ 

greaJt 
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greaf humanity and kindness. I cotl- 
cealed from him my quality and name; 
9^d remained with him till I was reco- 
vered from my wound, wliich included a 
period of near three months. In bis 
family was a young Siciliati> of a gay and 
sociable disposition, who, to a remarkable 
fine voice,, united an extraordinary skill 
in music 

** He often visited me, while lying soli- 
tarily on the pallet afFordpd me by my 
host; and amujsed me with the straitis of 
his lute, an instrument on which he 
played so admirably) as to have acquired 
great fame and reputatiop, even in 
Italy. We insensibly became pleased 
with each .other's company, and he was 
soon my almost constant attendant. As 
soon aa. I was ^ble to undertake the task^ 
I wrote to Sir Reginald Hardand, inform- 
ing 
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In^him of tny sifuatioti; antl reqerestfffg' 
ill telligefice' fk^onv Englsncf. 

^ r sent this letter by a pacrtizaxr, wihr 
ventured' to rcttim to England, in tbcdfr- 
giAse of a palmer. CoDseqttent onr mf 
connection with the Warbeck party, I 
dreadi^d, with great nsastm, the severity cttF 
the king, mingled, as it waSj by his ett^- 
creasing avarice ; on this account; to you,' 
my Gertrude, I dared imtto write; nay, 
r was restrained doing so;, lest strapicion* 
should attach to youj and brings ycmifato' 
danger; I received an answer to nry lettet^ 
from' Sir' Reginald, addressed' tb me by 
the name I had assumed, itiforming nie; 
that as I had been returned 'in the list*' of' 

■ 

the slatB, it was not doubted by any that' 
I was dead. He added also, thatan vtct 
of attainder had 'passed the* RoyafSigfi 
net, which wodd subject me t6 certain-- 

S impeachmenti 



impeaehmeiit,' sboald 1 (&re ta retursto 
wiy native iand ; that liord StatrTey, the 
fiijgfa treasurer, oi>ce the friend and sup- 
porter of the king, had been already ar- 
raigned^ and was then um]er sentence of 
condemnation, his lormer services being 
^uite forgotten* The same packet con- 
tained aliso; the heart-rending account of 
your -death; and the measure of my mis- 
Ibrtuncs^ seemed now to be full. 

"I know not what passed for jseveral 
weeks after this intelligence was conveyed 
to me. Death isecmed now to have adi* 
vanced nearer than when I lay wounded 
among the dead and dying on the field of 
battle. I wished not for life; I even 
pnayed to be released, by a speedy disso-* 
lutioii, from a situation^ on which the 
prospect of hope had apparently for ever 
^closed. Timei thougkit failed to sooth 



my 
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V^y griefs, yet gave me back to health. I 
determined to quit Flanders ; and carelesa 
whither I went, proposed to accompany 
my Sicilian friendi in hi» purposed expe^ 
dition to Palermo. 

** He received my pr<^)osal of accom-. 
panying him with unfeigned expressions 
of joy i ^nd we crosseci through France^ 
and embarking at Marseilles, sailed for the 
coast of Sicily. I wrote to Sir Reginald]^ 
previous to my embarkation, acquaintmg 
him with the place of my destination, as 
also my resolution of never more yisiting 
England. 

" Our vessel was wrecked at thfsStrait; 
of Messina, and most of the ship's crc^w 
perished with it. My friend the Sicilian,, 
myself, with two others^ alone escaped s 
but we both lost nearly our all. My 
companion now proved indccjil^ nny ffiendt. 

>: .for 



i 
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tot by his skill in music he earned enough' 
to prevent me, as . well as himself, from 
starving. His employment as a minstrel 
^Gls ftideed tolerably profitable; and it 

T 

became' more so, when he had taught mC 
to accompany him in his performances. 

^* By continued practice, I became a 
good proficient nn the art ; and those me- 
lodies which occasioned such delight and 
surprise in you, for a considerable time; 
♦oh my bread. Yet though thus em- 
ployed tny attention, add I was much 
amused with the scenes and manners of 
the finest country, and most polished 
people fn the worlds yet neither time nor 
amusement could extinguish the grief I 
felt for the loss of my beloved Gertrude ; 

r ■ ■ 

and the hoiirs passed often mournfully, 
^d heavily along, t accused my foliy as 
tfie cause of your death; and a thousand 
YOL. II. . • G times . 
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times execrated that fatal credulityi which 
had drawn me from my paternal abode — 
from all that was precious to roe on earth, 
had involved me in irremediable ruin, and 
perpetual banishment from my native 
soil. ' Oh, England!' I exclaimed,-^ my. 
beloved country ! the scene of my former 
joys, the abode of my honourable ances- 
tors, how hard my fortune, which bids me 
not dare to behold you more !' 

'* Such often >vere my mclanchx)ly.re« 
flec'iions, and sad regrets ; when, at 
^ length, one day falling accidentally into 
company with some English traders, who 
had come to the marts of Italy, to pur- 
chase the rich commodities of India, 
eJlher from Aleppo^ .in Syria, or Alejca^n- 
dria in Egypt, I learnt that a general 
pardon had been afforded to all such of . 
the English nobility as had been attainte^i 

• for 
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for taking up arms in the cause of War^ 
beck, provided they returned within a 
limited time, and took the oaths of .alle* 

« 

giancc to King Henry. ' 
* * What pity/ said one of them, who 
Was a North countryman, Vthat Lord Fitz- 
waiter, one of the noblest of our'Northern 
Barons, should have fallen into the snares 
of that impostor ! Had he lived, they say, 
the king would have pardotied him, as 
well for the sake of the lovely Baroness of 
the family of Broke, of which this fair 
widow is sole heiress, as also from a 
persuasion that he was not actuated 
b5^ that faction^ spirit which induced 
many of the partizans of Warbeck to take 
up arms.'' . 

" Hearing this,'! observed j with affected 
indifference — * It is well your king is mer- 

o 2 • ciful; 



/ 
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ciful ; and that peace is restored to £ng* 
landy which has long onflfered all the evils 
of civil wan But why should the king be 
inclined to spare Lord Fitzwalter on ac-» 
count of his wife, who, I heard at the 
Court of Burgundy, had not survived the 
death of the Baron ?' 

* In that/ said my counti^man, ^you 
have been misinformed. $he did grieve, 

^ indeed, as women always will, when dis^ 
appointed in their comforts by the Toss of 
a good husband: biit young widows, 
with good estates, need not mourn long ; 
and I dare say the Baroness cares not ft 
$g for the Baron now ; for she is about to 
make up her loss,' by giving her willing 

, hand,and rich Barony of Fitz waiter, whith,, 
by a grant from the king, she is allo^red 
to hold during her life, to a gay, gal* 

' lant 



lant yptiDg knight^ Sir Reginald HarC^ 
land, a kinsman of her late Lord's.* 

** I started at this iatelHgence, tiiough 
it was yet impossible to give credit to it*^ 
* Have you/ said I, * so recently left Eng- 
land^ and know hot that the Baroness Fitz« 
valter has been dead some months?' 

* Indeed !' replied my countryman, 
torca&ticatlyr ^slie dead t where, pray, did 
joti gather that information ? but let me 
observe, by whatever channel yon obtained 
it, it is false.' — * Aye, truly/ cried another 
of the m^erchants^ *for, to my knowledge, 

r 

the Baroness was alive and well, some 
.weeks since; and the Knight, Sir R^gi^ 
Bald, was at her castLe,> laying close siege 
to the buxom widow, I do assure you» 
But some p€Oi>l€ are of opinion that tbfr 
king will not allow her to marry him, and 
that be intends to send her a busbs^nd 

o 3 froni 



. 1^0 THE NOCTURKAL MiKSTKBt: 

I 

• I 

from court;. and he, or any one else, I 

dare say, will he equally acceptable.' . 

" It is in vain to describe my emations^ 

at the moment I receive'd thi^ iirtelligence 

jKnd these rem«irks; you, then, my Ger* 

trude, was living, strange and unaccount- 

able as it appeared ; hut I was yet in 

danger of losing you for ever ; and, what^ 

I ftlt still more cruelly, you had forgot 

Fitzwalter, and waited, with indelicate 

willingness, the proposals of another 

guitor.- My attainder had been- revoked* 

in common with the rest of my partizans« 

» 

Nothing now opposed my returti. A con- 

viction of the perfidy of the man, by 
whom I had been thus cruelly deceivedj 
flashed a.t once upon my mind. I staid 
not to hear more — I flew out of the room^ 
and taking a hurried adieu of m}' Siciliaa 

acquaintance, to whom I now disco verf4 

myselff 



^i>. ..» •■' 
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injrself, I won 1113* way homeward, in the 
character of a minstrel, and embarked at 
Calais for England. 

" My he^rt rejoiced when I set my foot 
upon English ground ; and though dis- 
guised and unknown, I seemed to be 
among friends. But what, oh Gertrude T 
were my emotions, on beholding the 
towers of my castle, and those walls in x 
which you resided ! I could scarce re- 
frain from hastening to your presence, 
and ckiniing your love ; but the conver- 
sation of the merchants in Italy had 
excited in m& painful doubts and racking 
fears respecting you ; and these were not 
done away, by the enquiries I made as I 
approached my home. I resolved, before 
I made myself known, to discover th6- 
true state of your affections ancf character^ 

tnd of the conduct of Sir'R^ihald, of 

• » 

g4 whose 
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n^liose treachery, however^ I couki tutitr^ 
tain no doubt. 

•" With this view, I entered the wood p 
and with the sound of m}* lute, endfra-" 
voured to draw some one of your people^: 
whom curiosity might direct, to the place 
of my retreat ; and to such one^ if faithfui,- 
I resolved to make myself known. 

^^ I repaired J for three or four uighte' 
together^ to the wood, without seeing any 
but straiigers^ whom I cautiously avoided; 
Qpncealing myself^ on their approach, be?* 
hipd the boleis c^ the trees^ or beneath tbo 
il^derwood, or among the rocks. My im** 
patienee could ill brook the dela^^, and I 
beg^n to. be weary of my nocturnal 
• ramblings ; and was inclined to have 
abandoned my purpose, and make my way 
to the< castle^ and either upbraid or adore 
ytiUjk as I imigWtteee occasion. ^ ' 

\^sif~^y.^'i ^ r^ •^Accidept, 
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^ Accideirt, howeveiT, or the curiosity I 
had excited, at la^t btftienckd me: Mqt*^ 
ley came into the wood. 17 knowing the 
integrity of his charatJter, discovered my- 
eeUl His surprise ^t first partook of 
4^r6r; for he, like all others, beh'evedt , 
tjbdt: X was dead. He could scarcely pei^ 
Sfuade himself that I was a living being;: 
bilt these doubts and apprehensions were* 
floon converted into sensations of the siiii^ 
carest j/\v, when he was convinced that I 
was really his former master. From him I' * 
^ined all the intelligence I could desire,,^ 
and particularly he afforded me the most' 
heartfelt delight, on assuring me that you^ 
my GertfiMle, really mourned^ ev^u tben„ / 
for my Iqss. - 

** As, however, f had proceeded thufi^ 

far.^^ in my scheme, an<i thinkings, exxM»»e^ 

usie,, most adored of xomeu^ tlutiie uiJgbt (, 

,]i...j.- ^* possibly • 



r 



pwiuiiiy X sttC^ksH or jum abo of 
^n(7^*ii«r lUMF T-iu -r'Tuui sec cskvaid t&e 
£ir ir Omifimi* L ^ie«Tn»cd ro vait the 
rvsai>: -xai tutfrr^^rif I cootioiird roj 
armstrcfe^. ▼nfcn «nrerf s a sis^nal-to 
H:r.^r. and ar r qwi nis to two or three 
fe'-fi ri( icmc^rc^ to vwr fxfc, and C019- 
in-i3rfca;e i3t:r^!^r«;oce. 3l«:-tieT vas d^ 
icctoi tc> tru3C OTT seirset wi;h several]; 
r:r >j tiit TReass the coraoioDicatiop 
virh loe czLr^t be cinicd oq oM»e se- 



« * . 



'•'Bv Motlev I was iDfoncefl of the 
departure, or rather dismissaU of Sir Regi- 
nald, and the arn\'al also of Lord Od' 
mond ; and that lou comiucted vourself 
^iiim exactly as I could ba%*e desired. I 
Drarned also from htm, of the still more 
^traordinary circiuDstance of the gbosf", 
*^nch immediately, on the supposed .de^ 

parture 
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piarture of Sir Reginald, began his nightly 
dfeturba rices. 

" I had some reason to suspect that the 
ghost was no other than Sir Reginald ? 
and in this opinion I \<ra8 soon confirmed,, 
hy the observations made at my directiott 
by my friend Motley, who> although by 
professiori'a fool, I now found to be by 
far the most f-easonable person in tlie 
family. 

- *^ile toW me that Winifred had been ob-^ 
served to go often toward what was calletl , 
Ihe flaunted apartment;, and I desired 
him to watch her closely. He did sq ; 
aiwl found that thtr gUosI entered the 
chamber by a secret door formed in th;e 
'wainscot : he found also, what they, did 
-fiot kf)ow,. that another door opened be- 
hind the axras^ which hanging. In ilic 
usual manner, at a disfance fromi the walk 
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enabled hiai lo overhear a eooversatiom 

between Wirified and the pretended 

ghost, who was really Sir Rtirinald, in 

which the base measurers he took to secure 

your band were niade most evident. One 

night. Motley covered himselr with a 

white sheet, and issuing from his conceal* 

oient behind the arras, at the same mo« 

ment that a loud {le^l of thunder rolled 

over the towers of the castle, ^Winitted^ 

persuaded that shfe had now really seen a 

ghost, ci)me, as she ima«;inecK to pu!iisli 

her for her presumption, shrieked and fell 

into fits. 

^* This adventu^'e mrpfht have been pro* 

ductive of some salutary eftect upoii the 

mind of Winifred, ha<I not a disclosure of 

the real circumstance been ma^le tor her 
) 

by Sir Reginald, who had the meani of 

'^' areing and beaming Alt tl^at passted. ' i 



I 
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^* By Motley I wa* also informed of 

the harsh conduct of Winifred toward 

,?. poor Etheh'ud, wliich prove* her cruel as 

;^ well as base. The -<*^udden disappearaoce 

^ of the Earl of Onnond, fi)r which I could 

i not account^ and the knowledge of the 

practices of Sir Reginald, mafle ncie appre^ 

-vf Lend some nmrderous mischief: and tlie 

V terror it must occasion you, my dearest 

■ Gertrude^ determined me to put an end 

i. immediately to these impostures; and, by 

,' the assistance of Motley^ 1 came,, as you 

kauw^ to the castle, in the charicter^ of 

an exorcist, or magician, (|uaHfied by my 

art to remove the disturbances ifaised by 

this i>host. 

" Motley supplied me with a horse^ 

which .he toplt unperceived, frum.jhe 

1 stable, and pursuing my way lo • — -r-, I 

purcl^a^ed the. l^bif, pece^^ry to my ap« 

yQ \? P - pearanc^ 
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pea ranee in my new character of a magi- 
cian. VVitli this and my beard, with the 
addition of a conjuror's cap/ whicli pretty 
well concealed my face, my flissjuisLe w a 
so complete, that I could not even have 
known myself; I had therefore little fear 
of hein^ detected till my business was 
concluded. ' 

** Thus, my dear^ Gertrude, have I 
given you a brief recital of all that passed 
boti) before and since my arrivat on our 
Norliienx. borders; m hat else rt mains to 
be known (continued the Baron) may be 
gained from Winifred, w ho, as well as Sir 
Riri'^aht, is, at present, detaiued a close 
prisoner in the castle.*' 



•- >. 
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True love's the gift which God has ^v^io^ ' .f 

To man below, beneath the heav'n ; 

It is not fantasy^s hot fire. 

Whose wisbes soon as granted die ; 

It livcth not in fierce desire, . ^ 

With dead de»iie it doih hot die* 

i 
Scott, 

^ 

The^ Baroness listened with surprise, and 
the moht-tendt^r interest, to this atieciing 
and extraordinary narration; and mtn^led 
tears of grateful joy in her pious ejacu- 
lations to tHeaven, who had so wonder- 
fully and unexpectcilly reunited her ta 
tlie object of her iir&t and oiily love. Xha 
• ^ . ; y i Baron, 
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Baron, while he folded her to his heart, 
seemed to enclose in his arms the treasure 
of a world . Often as he gased on her did 
the tear steal into his eye, while with the 
enraptured glances of a lover, he' viewed: 
her perfect form, and beautiful face, to 
which a shade of sorrow had, without de^i 
tracting from its loveliness, added a most 
affecting interest. 

To feelings such as these, no language 
can do justice. 'Ihase only who have 
experienced them, can imagine the sen—* 
sations thus mutually inspired* They 
were such as those feel who have beea 
suddenly raised from the brink of* mkery,;. 
to the highest state^of httman hap]>i[iest 
and enjoyments, , 

JLord Qrmond^ who had really felt ft 
fr^ati^nml interest in every thj-og that ^ 
muld m^fiQ^m fkfiil^m^m; ^^ vot art/ 
•ejjj unmaved 



I 
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ujimoved spectator of that felicity of^ 
iiriiich she so largely partook. With all^* 
the generous good-will of an honest' 
soldier, he congratulated the Baron on his ' 
return. ** My. Lord," said he, ** I sia-t 
cerely wish you joy ; and that I think you 
miist have it in the possession of such ai 
woman as the Baroness your wife^ is most"^ 
evident, from the eagerness with which I 
myself sought her hand, while I thouglit 
it might be won ^ith honour. Nor/ my 
Lord, can your return be considered by^^ 
me as the slightest reason for di^appoidt^"^ 
ment. I cannot for a moment regret that 
the Lady to whom I oflbred my suit, is ' 
the wife, and not the widow of Baroft 
Fitz waiter. Before your arrival, my L^d, ^ 
1 was fully convinced she never wbald bo 
mine. Her rejection -cif me, ^t .at tiitio ' 

whea she was driyeii i^a^t to^^^f^; by^^ 
].. th-« 
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attfcrfirr -r f to thw w»f net trr '^e sttiria 
WjHt ?#'iiit ff^-yrrt ^^r. •« rrra nr^T^ tf?r;£ii 
it riivf^ irr ^vf irirasi-Ta ef Lcr. aand 2 viA 

MP 

to do her «<prvfce. 

thif my jntrposc more cfftctoalh-y tb»K an 
investfi^tion into the aljmriag afiair 6f 
the gho«jt; and «u«pecting some vi'Jany 
wz% afloat^ I honed to discover whether or 
no my suspicions were well grounded, by 
si>eitd(ng a night, and meeting the' a^>pa- 
fiiioti in the hauiited chamber. 

** With these opinions^ my watch wns. 

not a proof of extraordinary courage; but 

wlien my sword broke, I confess I was 

astoAiUied; theeffiSct seemed supernatu- 

'■ J- ' ral; 
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ral ; and I followed the ghost with that 
persuasion ; and in so doing, I confess I 
found. I did it at the hazard of my life^ 
Jt consoled me, hoM'ever, in the mjdst of 
all the perplexities I experienced in the 
dark vaults, to reflect, that whatever I 
'fjiight suffer was owing to a good: inten- 
tion, however frustrated, and a disinter 
rested wish to do good, which is indeed 
the soundest priiiciple of human actioni 
jand mu$t afford satisfaction, even in disap- 
pointment and defeat. 

.• 

** And now, my Lord (continued the 
£arl), again let me expre^ my sattsfactjou 
on the return of your happiness ; and, 
after the honour* of kissing the hand of 
your fair Lady^ the late objectiof my suit, 

I ask permission, on the morn of to-uior» 

■ I ' 

row, to depart in friendship." ^ 

^^ My Lord," r^^Ued^th? Baroq^ :*.'jypi;r 

sentimeuts 
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icntiments and your coaduct equally re* 
fleet upon you the highest honour, and 
claim the best regards and gratitude of 
myself and my wife. On a foundation 
9Uch as you have now laid, shall be built a 
iolid superstructure of inviolable friend* 
ship ; and every possible connection shall 
unite the families of Ormond and Fitz* 

f 

waiter. To-day. shall be a day of festi- 
vity, and you shall share the entertaia- 
ment of my table, and behold how my 
friends and vassals shall fevel on my 
return* Various arrangements will for 
some time occnpy my attention, and 
when they are over, let me hope to be 
revisited by the noble Earl of Ormond.'* 

** It shall be so," replied Oimond j 
** let us taste to-day the delights of 
friendship." 

The day was sa spept ; nor were the 

thoug^btA 



thoughts of the Earl^ when he kid faim 
down to rest, less gratifying than the 
pleasures of the day. No envious jealous 
reflections of his having been rejected by 
the Baroness, dipped his thoughts in bit* 
terness* His soul was the abode of that 
tranquil satisfaction, which results from 
virtuous integrity and honourable it^ 
iention. The next morning, 'early, at- 
tended by his train, he left Che castle^ 
'■.. The Baron, who knew not that the 
£ari had intended to depart so earl}^ TO#e 
with a wi^h to shew him every courtesy 
and attention, suitable to his situatiofib afod 
rank, on his departure ; and hearing that 
he had already left the castto, he express(^ 
much concern. But ifow the seneschal 
•deltvened to him a letter left by ^th^ Earl, 
and which the Baron expected tiremid 
^explain the rcasonn of hfa^early ^*d^ar-> 
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ture. The letter was couched in the fol- 
lowing terms : 



^' TO GEOFFRY, JBJBOK DE FlTZfTALTElt. . 

*'An affair of itnportance 
claims my immediate attendance at court. 
With your good leave, if so be that I 
^ succeed in tbe business that takes me 
hence, .1 purpose speedily to be back 
again. I^t not the Knight, Sir Reginald, 
escape his durance in your castle; neither , 
think the duty rests with you, of calHtig **' 
him to account for the villany he has 
practised tOM'ards ypu and me. : L hereby 
claim the right of proving blm a. traitor, 
base, and vile. £e not offended that I 
offer ibyself the avenger of wron^ in this 
tnanner, to decide by lawful combat the 
justness of my cause, by the extent. of his 

villany. 
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villany. May Iteayen have you, and 
your spouse, in its special keeping. 

" Your's, 

*'Ormond." 



The Baron, almost immediately after the 
receipt of the Earl's letter, repaired to the 
apartment in which Sir Reginald Harc- 
land was confined. Never were shame 
and guilt more strikingly depicted, than 
on the countenance of Sir Reginald. The 
sight of the Baron overwhelmed him with 
confusion and embarrassment, lie could 
' scarcely speak. lie apse as he apprpajched^ ' 
but his limbs seemed palsied^ he reeled,, 
then leaned panting ag^^inst the chair, 
from which he had arisen, and ^coyeriujf* 
his face with his hands, remained silei^t 
and motionless.' 

His 



•-vjiTTLa^-s 



V ■» ■ >^ 






•en-,*; ir.ii xa":cT:cn :r "lie iisiiuacii: 

m 

r^nicrje, occaiicced i: Least by ihiirpe, if 
not of :*r.^nuncc. 

The fircari ct ihazie vas. perhaps, the 
rzu^ of hi.s present distress; for it yras 
not to }>c imagined that one who, drivea 
by |>a.s)ion to acts of enonnitv, and the 
practice of the basest artifices, to the utter 
violation of all the rules of honour and 
common honesty, should all of a sudden 
change his nature, and abhor the course 
which he had so steadily pursued. But 
»l(hittever might be the cause of his dis* 
trtiii the Baron was too humane to add 

ttiu\C(;ea9ai;ily to the uneasiness and morti* 

fication 
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fidation of his unhappy kinsman. Indeed, 
he dreaded the effects a sense of his degra- 
dation might produce upon a noiind Uke 
that of Sir Reginald, whose natural vehe- 

» . . 

mence of temper, unaccustomed to con- 
troul-or restriction, might, if much irri- 
ta^ted, drive him to some act of desperation, 
and even urge him to lift his hand against 

his life. 

He deemed it, therefore, prudent to en- 
deavour to calm the passions that reigned 
in his breast, and soothe his griefs by an 
assurance of his entire forgiveness, and a 
promise of a speedy enlargement. 

Sir Reginald, who could not but be 
highly sensible of the Baron's lenity, fj^l- 
^teringty expressed his . thanks^ adding, 
^* It is more, much more than I deserve. 
Oh that my future life could atone for 
the past! but it cannot: in death only 

VOL. II. H must 
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must I seek a refuge from my present 
misery, and the well deserved disgrace 
tlyat I know awaits me." . 

" Rather live," cried the Baron, *' that 
you may prove yourself yet capable ^f 
actions truly honourable^ The connection 
which unites our* families arrests Ibe aartn 
of one who ought otherwise to claim -fiijr- 
tlier answer. Accept, therefore, ufy 
pardon : prepare, however, to meet, in 
warlike guise, the noble Ormonde who^ 
unrestrained by tic of blood, chalknges 
you to combat." 

*^ Where is he?" interrupted Sir Begi- 
nald, ipipetuously ; **yet only in the field 
'will I meet him." 

*^He has departed,^ said the-Batolh 
'* but ere long, for so a letter be has left 
iflformt me, purposes to return. Till then, 
Sir K nigh t,vyou remain no longeria cap- 
J tive^ 






j». 



tive, though an irihabkant of this castle, 
<vhere you wiir be well served anfl' it- 
tended." 

i •*'0h, Fitewalterr cried Sir 'Rcginaia, 
with a 4bok of ^eep contritio-o, *^'tKit 

^^ith yiouT forgiveness I conld recoi'^r also 

• * 

y*!«r'^!Steem., Oh; what a friend hax^c? I 
-'-Jos^i hj my own fault too, nlyVo^t^.n 

I'l ** 'Do not dtem itimpossible \nii y6vL 
may some tkne recover it," ^said the^Bafcm, 
''"though you must 6rst give me prbof 
thtft 3'o«i deserve- to have it I too,' 'in 
ydu, have iost a friend, asfriendon Whom 
I once thooght i could never harve placed 
too high a value* I have been deceived 
: •--♦crueUy -deceiined:! nevertheless, ^n your 
leturn to a just and honourable 14ne of 
icond uct, my Jieart^ m again ready to' ajc- 
^knowledge ,yoa ; and to« jeoeyv^i viil ii<>ine , 
'>* H 2 degree, 
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cTegreCi at least, the now broken bon<I oiF 

■ 
» 

friendship.'* 

" By my own sad experience," cried Sir 
Reginald, *' 1 have discovered, and from 
my own example let it be told^ that there is 
no happiness to be foond in any path but 
that of rectitude and honourable inte- 

i ' ' " J ' 

grity. Had I not deviated from these, 1 
might still have known comfort; that 
-self-approbation, and virtuous satisfaction, 
which results from good intentions, and 
Veil directed efforts for the attainment of 
what is really excellent and praise- worthy, 
would, at least, have been mine; and these, 
] now feel^ would be happiness placed on 
the best and surest basis.** 

'^ Encourage these sentiments,'* said 

the Baron, ^'a nd fear not; should Heaven 

•_ ■ . , . ■ » ■ ■■ 

preserve you, you may yet attain it, se- 



-. .: . i' 



cured as" it will then be upon the best 

'-'- and 
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ancjj incjeed only principle that can renfler 

it durable." 

. ■ '" 

1 *' Had success attended my en^Jea- 

.^...- , . . ....... 

Yours," said Sir Reginald, " I shauld stilj, 
I think, have been wretched. Led on, 
3tep by step, through the violence of my 
own passions, to actions which I grieve to* 
reflect upon, and which i>iust for ever 
entail upon me disgrace and infamy, it 
seemed utterly im.possible to stop, or 
measure back the path in which I t^rpdv 
1 could not, or I would jiot halt i^ my 
miserable career of ffuilty deception, even 
though, the pang of remorse invaded my 
vepose, and threatened coqst^jitly to 
pursue add torment, me. Wearied with 
my confinement in the range of apart- 
tnents allotted me, where I was ol(>liged 
occasionally to skulk behind the arras or 
Wainscot; degraded too.iu my own opii- 

U 3 XUODp, 

») H it 
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i>ion, by the mean arts I was obliged 
to use for the prosecution of my scheme, 
I was more tlian once inclined to aban*. 
c)ai> ir^ and leave the castle with the same 
secrecy^ and in the same disguise in which 
1 had entered it, after my seeming publico 
departure, before the arrival of Earl Opa 
mond. ' Would to Heaven .1 had obeytdt 
tdae impulse of these feelings ! for then, at 
kast, I should have escaped a part of the 
dispute I have incurred." -i 

Aa he uttered these words, Sir Reginald; 
sighed heavily ; and leaning upon the 
arm of bis chair, remained silent, but agi<^ 
tated : in reply to some enquiries, made by 
the Baron, as soon as he was suHiclently 
composed to be able to answer them, 
chiefly in relation to Earl Ormond's ad- 
venture in the chamber, he received at diff» 
£ire&t intef vafe the following account.* 
^li ' ^ : ■■ Sir 
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Sir Reginald, when informed by Winn 
fred, who was the only person m his; 
aecret, and from whom he received con- 
stant encouragement/ that the Earl had 
determined to keep watch in the. chamber, 
doubted not but he couid deceive him, 
M^ had done the rest of the inhabitants,. 
ittte a. belief that the castle was haunted ; 
and this without any other trouble thaa 
that of practising au^w the same ma-^ 

4 

noeuvres be had so often repeaited witb 
SHCcess; fur he had no intention of shew-^ 
iDg himself^ or of execnting the rash and 
daring scheme he afterwards fNrojected, oiit 
finding the Earl was not easily to bet 
caught in his snares, and might, there* 
fore, if not properly secured, till the busi- 
ness was completed; expose both him and 
bis de)6igus« 
A powerful 4(op6ri/ic, ^bieh the Earl 

Ii4 had 



1518 THfc kbfcruitKAt -iri^'s'TJte^ • 

bad been artfully induced t6't>k€ 6i^ hk 
third night's watch, soon thriew Mm ifefo 
a sleep, the 8oundnes3 of which gate (^}r 
Reginald ample opportunity to effectuate 
Itis project. , • 

He entered the apartment with' the 
caution requisite to his purpose;* He todk 
Lord Ormond's sword, and departing ^ by 
the way he came, hacked it in sevetsil 
places.- He then poured upon it one^f 
those liquids, which have the property -of 
'^ dissolving steel and other metals; this was 
-fhe cause of its shivering to pieces, at the 
moment when the Earl attempted ;.ta 
strike. 

Sir" Reginald having thus 'convificc4 ^l 
Iiim that the appearance before him waar 

' more tlian. human, Ormbnd, as has been 

•%■••• ' • 

"already meht:ioned, followed him from the - 
chamt>er through the mysteripusly-con- 

structed 



.V- 



'-^ 



j^trnetod^psLunel^ a,j^d ia obedience ^ hfi 
signg^lsi descended the steps leading Jft^p? 
the lower vault. When there encl9^ip4^. 
:^ir Reginald knew he must have e^]^eQt^ 
to perish, but he was not so barbarp^is. ^ 
t to desigQ hi& death* It wa^ hii^ jntei^t^on^ 
- had Ormond not escaped himi^elf froji]^- ^l^e^ 
vault, to have decoyed him tbrpvgt)L>3^ 
idoor,. communicating with a flight ipf 
; steps leadrng up into the northern tu,^ii^i:,, 
. and to have placed him iq safety^, ^^H^^g 
care, indeed, that he should, not haje the 
power of returning, at least for some time^ 
to the inb^ited parts of the castle. la 
the meantime, his accomplice, Winifred^ 
. undertoolc/tQ supply hin^ witif.ft^ 
during his confinement* ," . 

. . To convegTfpjpd^ without, allpY^ing.hiw 
. to &uppqse^fhat it was done by human' 

H 5 nieans^ 
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itieSLtis, was difficult; nevertheless, it was 
flot altogether impossible' but that they 
might deceive him. But, at all events, as 

he was tioWy for a time, at least, in their 

< 

power, they resolved to run any hazard, 
father than endanger the life and health 
of their noble prisoner. . •/ 

His early release, accomplished, a3, it 
was, by the courage and intrepidity of 
the youth Edgar, would, in all probabi* 
Kty, have opened the eyes of the family 
to a conviction that the ghost was an im^- 
postor, even if the Baron, assisted by the 
clown, had not discovered the trick, and 

exposed him to the Baroness, in tlie man* 
ner before described. Such are the 
troubles and hazards of villany. Sir Re- 
ginald was in constant dread of them^; 
but he had now gone too far to recede ; 
'■ '■■'.' ■. ., ,. ••, .-■ .-. aiid 



TOB KOCTURKAL MIN8THB1; 155 - 

and could only hope for safety, or succeat,. 
by a perseverance in hi^ desperate entci^- 
prize. 

To have stopped short in his careerof vice* 
aiid folly, required, as Sir Reginald had hliri- 
iie'lf observed, a degree of virtuousenergy*, 
far beyond what he possessed, though, Kkb' 
tnost wanderers in tlie path of error, he- 
had found it so intricate and full o£^ 
mazed, that lie was heartily weary of it;: 
Besifles, he was ''continually, receiving; 
fresh supplies of hope from bis indefeti-^ 
gable agent, Win ifrcfl, who constantly: 
assul-ed him, that the most fa voii^rablibcf-^ 
fects imaginable were daily taking place^ 
iu the mind of the Baroness, ift dons^^ 
quence of their practices. ;^ : . n 

She even assured the Kniglit, thslt ttise?^ 
Bareness was hcr^lf persuattecP thafct iSk^, 
noises and appearances, of which she. had* 

H 6 ' beards 
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' heArd 80 much, and by which sh^ had. 

* been herself so greatly terriOed ' end 

-<alarmedy were caused by the anger of til is 
ghost on Sir Reginald's dismission^ and at 
her reception of Earl Ormond; and that 
-Othis persuasion had been farthier conBriued, 

. ^by her having heard , as she belieVedv tiie 
voice of the apparition, the sound.:' -of 
which seemed to issue from witlidut the 
wall of her apartment," at a time when slie 
was in deep conference with her con- 
fessor. 

To the wall of this chamber Sir Regi- 

' nald had contrived to gain access, with- 

out passing through the corridor, by 

means of the secret door by wliich Edgar 

and the fool had entered, into what ^'aa 

-DOW cAlled the haunted apartment, on the 
night that Ethelind was confined in it by 

•■ Winifred.- '- ,; • -■: .•/ '-•■■ • ■'^'. ' 

• •• Of tea 
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» Ofttn passing in and out through -tbc ; 
i |>annely which led to an unoccupied suitrpf 
1 ipoonis, where he lived secure and unitio- 
lested^ Sir Regiilald had aheady oiice 
shewn himself to this girl — a circumstaace 
'.which excited so much terror and distress, 
fr:lt))at he resolved not to repeat his visit>to 
\ the chamber, on the night of her confine* 
:> jEnent in it; and^ had not Edgar been her 
.companion, would uot have proceeded so 
far as he then did. ., .. »v 

. An extraordinary dreairii in which Sir 
Reginald thought he saw and conversed 
with the Baroa on the subjecjb of Jiis 
marriage with the Baroness, caused per- 
haps by bis mind's being con t^iuaiUy. oc- 
cupied and engaged by these and similar 
ru mi natioflSy first suggested to Winifred, 
to whom Sir Reginald iiad .imparted rit, 
the idea of his appearing as a ghosts. /.'By 
: :■: r an 



'**«^< srr*' ^r* i> ■>' '^- *■'■ Tii«"«-iii-^^ ■*— r^V « 

i'/f f f." f*tjf{>^^^ ^m waich it w^xs to be cm- 
^fWft-A. Shr wrjuld he hare yielded to 
*iM h Jt (i^r^jfjanion, from any argaments 
l^M \fifWi'ilful than those used by Winifred, 
ivho ({(»M(hh:ntly declared it was impos* 
lible <0r liiiii to succeed in his endeaToars 
..*»" • -■ • : to 



1 
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to- win the Baroness, unless he could first 
convince her that the marriage was neces-f 
sary to the repose of her late Lord, and 
that he had in some way signified, this his 



wish and desire. This was the ground- 
work of a plan rashly formed, and on the 
success of which all Sir Reginald's hopes 
of obtaining the object of hia wild pur- 
suit seemed finally to rest. 

From its purport, not 'less than the 
mysterious obscurity in which it wa« 
partly yeiled,. it was every way calculated 
to make a strong impression upon tlie 
mind of the Baroness— a mind too inno- 
cent for suspicion, and incapable, from ita . 
very nature, of suspecting fraud or artifice 
in^otliers. • ^ 

The Baroness did not entirely escape 
the toil; she was, however, so far disen- 

I 

gaged 33 to be a>ble, to extricate herself 

from 



\\ 



)«) 
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from the meshes artfully woven to entrap 
her, ere^ urged by terror and despair, she 
had consented to sacrifice that liberty she 
so highly valued, and those sentiments of 
aflfection for her Lord, which it had beea 
long her pride and glory to entertain^. 
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Then I am paid; 






And once again I do receive thee boneat 
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Who by repcntanee ia not satisfiedy 


• 




Is not of beav'n nor cartb* 
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After the confession of Sir Reginald^ 
another of the culprits remained to be ex- 
amined, namely, Dame Winifred, who, 
if she was not culpable in the same degree 
as Sir Reginald, bad, nevertheless, to the 
great displeasure of the Baroness, been 
guilty of so many arts and impostures, in 
the pursuit of her own interest, as must. 
V naturally 



natura-'^y Lave pfccla/kd ctcit hope of 
beir^ suii'ercd to re::aia Ler pnu^fotstatioa 

Fully seciible of her ccionnities^ though, 
probably, vitliout any scciatiODS c^ real 
penitence or sorrow, except such as were 
excited by c^iappoiiiCoteat aad disgrace, 
jt wa« >vith citincuhy sue was led into the 
presence of the Baron and Baroness. 

^Vlu\ueil, once most absolute and 
tytiiuuKiA over aii the persons belonging 
to the cr>tahli^hment9 was now, in the sita- 
Minn of a fallen favourite^ surrounded by 
f^Mmimn. Kvcry act of injustice and op* 
prr«i^i<Mt, which had attended the cis^ercise 
of l^et authority, was conveyed to the ear 
of' thi* Ikroni either in open charges, or 
iixiiucc hiiitHi but particularly in respect 
to iicf coiuUick toward the orphan £the- 
hod, wh^, feiinca her cruel contihement by 
... Winifredj 



% 
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Winrftedy. in the hauilted chamber^ hadi 
been pitied, and much noticed by tlie 
Baroness, and on. that account, whatevcR 
related to her seemed to admit of comma- 
nitatio|i, without hazard, and even, per-^ 
haps, with advantage. 

To these various accuaations, indeed, 
except in the case of Ethelind, the Baron 
did not much attend. He knew eBougb 

• * 

to condemn her. Winifred' was mow as 
bumble and depressed^as she bad foi-merljr ' 
been lofty and overbearing; Like - alk 
favourites, who never endeavour to gain 
the love of those over whom they domi-^ 
neer, she fell at once, and fell, like 
Wolsey, CO rise no more. 

At all times, her sole dependance was. 
upon the favour and partiality of the 
Baroness; and, while cunning couldsen^e, 
sbe secured it.. But >viheit the reason for 

^ that 
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that was past, and of the good opinion qf 
her Lady she had ceased to have anjr 
hope, she was ready to make as many; 
confessions and concessions as were re* 

* • * . , ,1 

^utred, nay, even more ; and particularly 
' ' ' . 

tp cast all possihle blame and odium oi^ 

Sir Reginahl Harcland. 

Her accounts of the transactions of the 

' .. , . . * 'i . . • • 

clistle differf^d little from those siven b 






her accomplice, and were probably truCi; 

■'•->'.•■ ..).., - '■'."■'».«. 

Indeed, falsehood, in the present situation 

1 ;■"* M' ' "• ''.' ' ' ' •' -• 

of afikirs, fche soon perceived could afford 

her no subterfuge; for truth otrly could 
obtain credit, and prevent her fallnig into 
a deeper abyss of disgrace, than that into 
>» hich her own avarice and folly had 
already plunged her. When she had 
cricled the medley of her declarations, 
tlie Baroness thus addressed her : — 
" I find, with the greatest Concern and 

$eii- 
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reprehension, that in you, Winifred, t 

have pUced a culpable and most unde- 
'. * ■ . '< 

served confidence* It has, however, 

taught me a lessoq, which I hope never to 

forget. It has convinced me that there 

IS no situation of life, however elevated, 

that can really exempt us from the per- 

formance of our domestic duties, or any 

feelings that ought to be suffered to inter- 

fere with them. Immersed in selfish s:rief» 

. : ^.>it 

and rendered almost incapable of mental 

•■ '-• 
exertion, by the mental languor it had 

caused, I suffered many disorders,^ which 

I ought to have noticed, to pass unbin- 

dered and uncensured; and mus( there- 

fore consider myself as in gieat mtr^su^e 

accessary to theni^ I would npt know, 

for I enquired not into the station of mv 

dependant people, and.cmild not. there- 

ffjtre, prevent them* But while J . thus 

blame 
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I)lame myself, I must not acquit you, or 

treat you as guiltless : you must no longer 

remain one of my household. My Lofd 

has prepared for you a place on iiis 

estates, where, as a i^assal, you will -not 1>t 

tempted to practise any abuses of- yonr 

authority. Yeu may now retire/' >• : 

;,iBy the iirm and dignified tone of voice 

in which these words were pronqunoed, . 

Winifred found she had nothing. now to 

expect from the former partial fondoe83 

of the Baroness. The recollection of this 

seemed only to inspire in iier feelings of 

dissatisfaction and regret. She wept-*- 

sbe wrung her hand»-— she pleaded ear- 

ioestly 4oi* ibrgi v^eaess. The Baroness^ u^s 

:n'Ot Xinmoved by the distress of her former 

favourite ; but she was oot to be di vented 

from her very proper resolution, and'sbe 

was .ordered' to rdi re^ ; • . > % c; 

». : The 
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Tlie steward, who had connived at Wi- 
nifred's cntertainnfient of the ghost, iii 
return for her connivance at hisdrunken- 
ness and waste, was also placed, like Wiiri- 
fred^ in the condition of a vassal, in o^e 

^ of the'Baron's villages ; who thus fulfilled 
his own prediction, made in the character 
of a magician,' ttiat he would not be siif- 

• fered to retain his stewardship many days. 
Edgar, who had shewn himsfelf inflei- 
ibly honest, courageous, and Immune, dhd 
had been actively serviceable in several of 
the late transactions it the castle, \^s 
appointed to succeed him; and afccord- 
ingly the next day received the Wahd of 
his new office, and the furred gowi, {v6fn 

* * 

on solemn occasions by the stewards" of 
the Lords of Fltzwalter. 

As soon as Edgar was invested ^ith 
these badges of his office, he was led by 

.his 
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his benefactor into the apartment of the 
Daroness, wliere she was sitting, attended 
only by Ethelind. '^ With your good 
lea%'e, my Lady,^ said the Baron, '' I 
present, for your approbation and favour, 
this the new steward and comptroller of 
my household, one who has deserved well 
of us; and will, I know, deserve still 
more by future services." 

Edgar, whose robust figure assumed a 
very dignified ap|)earance in his new 
dress, bowed most respectfully ; and the 
Baroness, pleased with the manly address, 
and ingenuous countenance of the young 
man, received him with gieat condescen- 
sion. She mentioned with thanks the 
service he had performed in liberating the 
Earl ; praised his courage, in daring to 
meet that phantom, which all the rest of 
nhc family heard with fear^ and presented 

him 



hioi with a large- purse of gold. She ^vei|; 
held out l^er.hand to him to kiss, an ho^. 
iiour which the fiew steward rec€;ived witjr 
proud gratitude on his knees, ■ - \< \ 

*^ You have done us. some servjc^ 
young man," said the .Baroi^,. " ^ad^ wc 
are. desirous to reward you : qau w§..coa; 
ier upon you any further favour ?" ,,^ ^^ 

"My Lord,!' cried Edgar, stealing , a 
timid glance at Ethelind, \\{hQ wa^ ^eq^ted 
by the side of the Baroness. .He bo\sr^ 
with a blush of . honest sens^b^l^ty,,,^f^ 
xnore expressive than ai>y s^tiidie^,4nsjiwf.jpf. 

*' 1 see," resumed the Baran^ \vi|;i)^.ja 
benevolent and indulgent t,Qne» * ' .yj^xi 
have yet soniething to desire ; ^n^ indpe,c), 
something yet remains to prcive^ray tho- 
rough acquaiutauce w}lh tl^arU of inagi' 
cat divination, and knmkdge of\ thp occult 
\ sciences. Words spoke by n)e then^ 1 now 

I VOL* II. I regard 
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regard as a promise. Here, take this 

6^^eet — this lovely flower," add^d he, 

'leading the blushing,^ trembling Ethelind 

to her adored, her adoring Edgar ; " I 

have gathered it for thee, keep it, and 

cherish it in thy bosom.'" 

Edgar took the hand of Ethelind, thus 

« 
presented by the Baron ; tears rushed 

into tl>e eyes of both ; they dropped on 

their knees before the Baron, in lively, 

grateful, silent joy. He then, taking the 

hand of the Baroness, added, ** My ex- 

celfent Lady, let this meritorious couple 

be the objects ali^^e of thy favour as of 

mine ; I cannot frame for them a kinder 

wish, than that they may be as happy aa 

ourselves." 

Edgar and Ethelind were deeply affected 

by this kindness. Their hearts were t(>b 

full to speak. It was a moment of trans- 

• port; 
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port ; but the finest luxury .of feeling 

was not all their own ; the Baron and 

Baroness shared it with them; and their 

own happiness was enhanced by the power ^ 

they possessed of communicating good to 

those whom they esteemed. 

The act of conferring kindness is the 

surest means of producing in the heart 

good-will and attachment: so true is it, 

that all our good qualities are improved, 

. I- ■-■»i 
and almost created by practice. This • 

was particularly confirmed in the Barb- 
ness, who now experienced an attachment 
to the fair orphan^ which Was hourly en- 
creasing, and was hourly improved by 
acts of kindness and affection. She ap- 
pointed her to the situation of* the first of 
her female attendants,, in the stead of the 
unworthy Winifred ; and made her rich 
in presents from her wardrobe. She even 

1 2 designed 
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desi^'yned the dress to be worn by the fair 
bride on the occasion of her marriage. 
This was a robe, made in the Spanish 
costume, fitted to the waist, so as to shew 
to advantage the beauty of her shape and 
figure, made open at the bosom, and with 
short slash sleeves fastened to a boddice 
with silver clasps, and adorned in em- 
broidery with the richest pattern of needle- 
woik. Her fine light hair was to tie 
braided, without any ornament, and tied 
tip behind with a knot of natural 
flowers. 

The Baron fixed the next day for the 
nuptials^ and assigned them private apairt- 
nient's in one of the towers, which com- 
manded a fine view of the lake, and also 
of the principal approach- to the castle ; 
and the happy parr immediately began, 
with the assistance of several of the do- 

mestica, 
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mestics, to order ami furnish the rooms of 
their ne\v^ ahocle. 

In the morning, Ethelind, adorned less,. . 

■ 

perhaps, by the presents from her Lady's- . 
wardrobe, than by tliat expression of in- 
nocence and modest grace, \^hich was so- 

■ 

peculiarTy her own, waited, attended by 
the happy Edgar, in the hall, the coming 
of the Baron and Baroness, who had most 
graciously promised to attend the solem- 
iiities at the chapel. As soon as thejr 
appeared, the fair bride, her lovely facer 
half concealed with a veil, modestly* 
thrown ovferit, procecded'thither, attended" 
by all the female domestics of the castle 
in their best attire, and a long troop pf 
the vassalage, among which were most o^ 
Edgar's friends and relations ; Edgar 
himself appearing in bis new garbi ar 
steward of the castle. 

I 3 The 



T%e noir'intss awiimrirT act vriucli 
f^*h«r C>ift*f-r:i; t'sfSaiiORd^ icaig; coo* 

t#t»/!!r^J fo^f hj lljt j^cor^ ic£x aflSMMn^ his 

^^4 ftit the wtorireo^ fsit« aiEri bdsfM d^u- 
mn hf tu^iic toornamear. oftro confirr- 
u^jg ttWditional rewards on sodi of the- 
Mf/'^ic yoMlhft M narticularlv dislio*niishgfi 

i\Hni%t\y^%, She proposed also priies to 
ik\iu\\ i)V the; maidens as chose to contend 
ill iU^ mcCi and display those bodily 
powait, which, though the refinement of 
biki M|K<'« perhaps may scorn^.the policy 
cifiht'tttf ugciit did not discourage. 

lu lilt' tueuutimCf refreshments of the 
bc'^t kuuU wcMC plentifully distributed 
iirhi)ug the crowdi and added to the festi* 

vity 
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vityof the sports; and, the prices pro-, 
perly assigned^ all persans who bad anj^i ^ 
cJlaifn upon the hospitality of the caiitl^;^ 
were feasted in the ball. Plenjifulu 
draughts of hippocra§, or afe, dealt put, , 
according to the rank of the guests, were j 
drank to the bride and bridegroom, ere\ 
they retired; aiid the posset offeree^, anct. 
other humorous gambols practiced, by 
t\}p\v more intimate friends aad acquaint'-* 

No one could be more fiappy on f^,j$i 
joyful occasion than Motley, by whon^v 
Edgar was highly beloved. He sung,^ 
and jum;>ed about incessantly. Heseeme^^, 
almost mad with delight. He could not 
. restrain his raptures, or the wild expression 
of them: he was even riotous in his mirth- 

and joy. ' ' t 

^ ■■'•"*• 

While tlfareyelling vassals were feasting; 

1 4 themselves' 
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'tliemselves long after the suo bad sunk 
into the we5t, a squire and page appeared, 
with trumpets and bugle boraS| sounding 
before the gates, and anoounced tbe ap- 
proach of some illustrious guest; and in 
less than ten minutesi Earl Ormood, 
with his attendant train of knights and 
their esquires, alighted at the steps of the 
great hall. 

The Baron advanced in haste to meet 
and welcome the return of his noble 
friend ; his own people, in the meantime, 
hastily arranging themselves in due order^ 
formed a line on either side the entrance. 
The Baron having received and returned 
the KaiKs salute, accompanied him into 
the lialli when a message was sent to the 
Baroness, to announce the arrival of the 
Earl. 

' iPi.ese ceremonies over, the Baron cour- 
teously 

1^ 



Tta NOCTURNAL MIN8TRBL; 17T 

teously expressed his pleasure on the 
Honour of his renewed viisit; as alto the 
regret he had suffered on his having ^ » 
stiddetily quitted bis castle. Then .aU 
tnding to the subject of the EarFs letteH . 
given to him on hisdeparture, "hehopedy^ 
be said, " the Inisiness, whatever it wasjf 
that had abruptly called him thencit/hadii 
termioated' to his satisfaction?" ^ . 

*' It has ended," said the Earl, " if not: 
above my agreeable expectations^ to fiji 
niost^ sanguine wislies^ as this may advise * 
you:" lie tRen gave a writing into the Ba-* 
ron'shand, and bade bim read it; adding; 
with asmilfr, ** you see it was no trifling; 
aflair which caused my pjecipUalte d^ 
part ure from your most hospitable roof.. 
May you both,** said he, bowing solenin?y> . 
** share the blessings of Heaven, and tlm. 

1,5 " holyy 
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holy $ainUl apd aiay prosperity atteod 
Ifoth you and yours !" 

The instrumeDt bore the lloyal signa* 
ture^ and waa sealed with the King's seajl#: 
}t contained^ beside a free pardoD^ and 
reversal of thje attainder ot the Barofi^ ^4 
full grant of all the lands of the doi^aias 
of Fitzwalteri to he from thenceforth held 
free of suit and service, by him, and his 
heirs for ever. 

■ 

^' Best and most generous of men T' 
exclaiimed the Baron, rushing into the 
arm^ of tlie £arl, which were opened to 
receive him, ^* it is to you — to you I owe 
this woixderful, this unexampled deed of 
clemency." 

*SOv^rwbeIm me not ihu^ with wur 
, gratUude, my noble Fitzwalter," cried the 
|£<u;l ; " if yo^ knew wiiat pleasaje I have ; 

3 
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iblt in this opportunity of serving yoi^» 
you would knoMT tlie obligation is all oiy* 
own; but if you think aught is due tP' 
me, let me be repaid in that .which li 
esteem of most Valine, the friand$fa;p .of. 
jourself and excellent Lady/' He thep^, 
hastily turning the conversatioQ^ enquired' 
c?oncerning Sir Reginald* 

** Sir Reginald," replied fitzwalter> ** ipi-i . 
still at the castle, though not a prisonert 
within its walls." The Baron then gave- 
a\ hasty recital of what had passed betweeht 
Sir Reginald and. himsdf sinee.his depart*^ 
ture. ' ■%: , 
' *' 'Tis well/* said the Earl, *' that: he.- 
repents.. But yet,^ honour, and what is ^ 
due to my own rank and/character as a i 
peer, and an , English soldier^ demand i 
that I should defv him to a trial of arms, i 
To-morrow m^st decide hid fate and^ 

1.6 mine/.' 
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nnnt.^ He w^s p mcg er i ing^ bat srrinj 
the Baroness approach, mpectfully ad- 
vanced to meet her. 

The BaroD, with all the eagerness of 
liTcly gratitndei informed her of the pur- 
port of the writmg brought by the Earl. 
•' BchoW,r said he, " Gertrude, our 
friend, and our benefactor! Oh, join with 
me to bless, while life remains, yes, till 
we both have seen our latest hour, the 

noble, the generous Ormond !'* 

Tlie Baroness read ; then threw herself 
at the feet of the Earl. Tears of gratitude 
and joy streamed fast down her cheeks. 
*' Best — most honourable of men!" ex- 
claimed she : she could add no more; but 
her beautiful eyes spoke a language for 
more eloquent than tongue could utter. 

The Earl, with a look of the most re- 
•pectfuli though tender admiration, has- 
I • • tened 
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ten€d to raise her from her posture; apd 
then led Jier to her seat. The Baron 
pressed the hand of the E^rl in speechless 
transport. 

While thus engaged, Father Qshofne 
appeared, and requested permission to 
deliver a message from the unhappy, bat 
penitent Sir Reginald Harcknd^v The 
Baron bade hin> speak, w^d tiife ftia^ide'- 
livered himself thus:^ ' ; 

** My noble Lords, and most e^GeHent 
Lady, as it rs the most import^int part of 
the office of a priest to reclaim the wan- 
dering from their errors^ I' ventured to 
visJt Sir Reginald Fiarclandi on pui^ose t5 
remind Wm of the violations of duty he 
had committed^ m disturbing a peaceful 
family^ for the sole purpose of gaining un- 
justifiably his desired purpose. ' I had 
ficarce commuukcated tobim the olivet of 
. : •• '• my 
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my visit,, when be prevented what I bad 
Airther to. say, by expressions of sincere 
iu>ntrition.and sorrow for the follies into ^ 
which lie had unadvisedly plunged*. 

/ I havCi' said the good Father^ . 
')as|^ed| and obtained the pardon of Bar* 
rem Hi tz waiter ;. he is, indeed/ as genelou8>. 
M lie Is good ; nor >rill he triumph iusultr: 
iogly over a convicteil transgressor. But,'V 
says he, * I wait to. deprecate the wrath i 
of another noble personage, whom, in my 
practices^ I have grossly abused — the Earl^ 
of Ormond. Ih decoying him by my. 
false-arts into the lowermost \*ault, Thave- 
Bubjected him to a dishonour^ >vhich, I: 
);now^ as a soldier^ he must seek to resen(^ 
in arms. To lift my arn> against the life 
of one whom I have injured, though in 
my bwn defence, naay be. consistent wit'h 
.the laws of knighthood; but ^ems iu 

reality 



* ' f 



'reality %q, v[\& fixt Qggrjsiyiition of .my ofo^. 
fence ; and ft gro^s violation of ^1^ thd - 
rules of reason, and- alL the laws of imy 
God. Let me then be spared this fresft 
enormity ; let not my conscience be fitr- 
tber wounded ; and let th> Earl be toM 
tbeae my reasons. lie and the noble Pit^ 
)V'?ilter will know thajt I shrank nof from, 
the trial of arms from coward fears^ Thi^y 
know that I have fought in the field of 
battle undaunted ; and at rpany a just has 
my address been proved, jn po^ating the 
spear against the most adroit and iioble ' 
knights my adversaries* Thty, will know 
this; and will acquit me. of all charge. v 
against the- purity of my. )ionour.> But ^ 
yet the Earl must call me to the lists^ ya?. : 
less I rcjceive the protection of tli^jcburch** 
His bonour cannojt else be.:3atisfied. In 
me,. gpod.jFa(beT| behftl^ J^ tjue peoibeut ; ; 

■ -let. 
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kt me be shriven at thy holy knee,- ancT 
kt me, as a penance, prooi^ed a pi}gric% 
straight te^ Rome. My presence in Eng'^ 
kiul wiU not then dishonour Ormonde 
offend the BaroB, or disgust his beloved 
Lady. Absolve mey, atid then receive my 
vo\v% whicli I here promise, in the sight 
of God^ and all his holy saints and angels^ . 
£(ii thf uUy t o iperform.' 

** On this, my noble Lords,- and^vorthy. 
patroness, L did not hesitate to da my 
duty. ^ With many, a tear and ' prayer the 
Knight- repeated; was absolved by the 
a^uthority of Holy Church ;• and is m>w 
in. sanctuary at thealtarof Dtirham, under 
ihe protection of religion j andj with all 
conveniept «pe^d, proceeds to Rome; Sueh 
is. my message: may it meet your favour !* 

** Whj^ this sounds nobly,'- cried thfe 
£aron. *\ Tb^ conduct of Sir Reginald iii 

this 
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this business . proves him'ari liouest man, 
whatever be his follies." 

** My duties,'* cried the Earl, ** are 
here arrested. I must bow to the -power 
of the church ; arid when I behold tue 
beautiful, the accomplished, the peerless 
Baroness of Fitzwalter, I can pardon the 
extravagances, nay, the injuries, * of a 
man, Mho tried so many stratagenis to 
win her; and with this reflection, I, from; 

my heart, forgive uiy CuSfliy bis wrong. 

" If this resolve of Sir Reginald Hare- 
land," cried the Baroness, ** prevents a 
trial of arms between himself and our 
noble friend the Earl of Ormohd; I am 
indeed right glad of heart that he has 
thus determined and acted; and 1 cannot 
be sufficiently thankful t(> you, holy friar', 
for the part you have'taken; and' for the 

' * • » • * 

power of holy-rii6thef chutch;' to pi^V'ettt 

the 
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the mischief that might liave ensued^ 
from a suitor of one so unAorthy as my- 
self We have all reason then to be 
thankful ; and all may learn from the 
eventslatelyhappehinginFitzwalterCastley 

# 

that integrity and virtue can alone afford 
happiness; and that dishonest cunnings 
though it may for a time disturb and dit* 
tress some few undeserving of sufferings 
yet it is always most afflictive to itself; 
and as it seldom can attain^ so it neye£ 

can enjoy the success it madly seeks. "^ 

'* Your remark is indeed mqs)t.^^jjjS*y-: 
beloved Gertrude," said the Baroh, "and 
well might it be, would men read such 
lessons as these, and gather the wisdom 
they are calculated to teach. But it is 
tiqie our noble guest took some refresh-' 
ment ^nd repose; and when to-morrow 
CQmcs,.wewill sUive to do him honbur, by 

entertaining^ 
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entertaining him in ^ manner suitable to 
his rank ; and in the midst of our revels, 
it will not fail to delight us much, to r6- 
mcmber the adventures of the minstrel, 
ghosty 2ind^ conjuror.'' 

Accordingly, on the fallowing day, a 
splendid entertainment was given at the 
Castle of Fitzwalter, in honour of th^ 
Earl's arrival, which was graced with the 
presence of troops of knights and ladies,, 

accompanied by all the vassalaee of the 

» •••'•■ *^ 

domain of the barony. The guests rfine d 
in the Mil, on tables covered with the 
most delicious viands: and dr^nlc the 
healths of the noble pair, from out gobleta 
of massive ^old. 

While engaged in the festivities of thia 

occasion, another guest was- ^iKucv^ticed. 

It was Lord Broke, who yet knfcw tioH^F 

the return of the Baron; for .the: Q^ro^^ese^. 

. • j by 
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by whom he had been for some time 
hourly expected, anticipating the joy of 
hfH surprise on seeinj? him, had forborae 
to inform bim of this extraordinary event. 

The dtTu»hted astonishment of theijood 
ohi Lord may be easily imagined, on be- 
holding the Baron, his beloved spn-in-law, 
whom he had long mourned as dead ; bil^rlJ, 
M'hen, in addition to this unlooke^W 
happiness, he learned that thr<)ugh the 
:!!(li:r::cc uf the generous Earl fee had ob- 
tained not only a pardon, but the free 
grant of the forfeited estates of the barony, 
he burst out into transports of joy and 
gratitude. 

In the course of a few years after the 
occurrence of the events our history re- 
lates, the favourite wish of his heart, that, 
of living to sec a continuation of the line 

ff 

of honourable ancestry from which he 
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spran^ 
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Sprang, was fulfilled "by the Baroness 
having tAvo sons, the elder of which was 
to succeed to the estates of the house of 
Fitzwalter; the younger, in right of hrs 

• ■ ■ » . • * ' 

mother^ to those of the barony of Broke. 

Tiie birth of these sons, Gebffry and 
Rrchard, were succeeded in some years by 
that of a daughter, who inheriting, to- 
gether with her beauty, the virtues* and 
accomplishments of her mother, at nearly 
the same age at which she had been united 
to the Baron, formed an alliance with one 

of the noblest families in England. 

♦ # '#'#'# •# 

Edgar received a liberal reward trom 
Earl Ormond, M'ho honoured him with 
great attention, for the service he had 

performed for him, in releasing him iroirr 

• • • 

the gloomy cell into which he had beeti 

' . ■'.-'■' 

decoyed J nor was the youtig iSicili^n, of 
^ whom 



l^iverf^ and rrtaisied id dar CssLk of Fitz« 
^fHi^fi T^tA iras n-iaictaiDcd ssd tmtcd 

m H »% one of tbe roost nloabac of the 
\hufi\\ fmmU. Eaii Onnosd rcsomed 
U\^ yM\% to the castle as frequnBtly as bis 
$\uiit^ uk a soldier and a statesaian vould 
j/^Mifit ; HU(\ the most entire friendsbip. 
Uhi\ iiiYiTiUm continued to subsist between 
hini mimI the Daron and Baroness. 

In the coiimc of a few years after tbe 
ixtrurrenrr nj'thc events we have related^ 
he iiittnini ii lady of birth and great 
beauty, who, in dittposition, and the vir- 
tues of the u^ind, bore a near resemblance 
to the Baroness. Beside an amiable and 
lovely wife, he was blessed with two chil- 

dren. 
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dren^ a son and a daughter, the latter of 
whom formecl an aHiance with GeofFry, 
the elder son and heir of the barony of " 
Fitz waiter; thus completing the wish of 
the Baron, that every possible connection 
should unite the families of Ormond and 
Fitzwalter. ^ > 
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